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a whole lottA strawberry
Located on the outskirts of one of South
Australia’s most rapidly developing
townships, Mt Barker Strawberries
unassumingly go about producing
and supplying around 2.5 million
punnets of strawberries per year.
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Mt Barker Strawberries is a family owned
operation and has been growing
strawberries for over three decades. Their
strawberries are sold all over Australia,
reaching as far as Port Douglas in QLD
and Broome in WA. They are distributed
through the big chains, Woolworths and
Coles along with independent outlets.
To ensure they can keep up with the
demand of producing consistent fruit in
quality, size and yield, year on year, Mt
Barker Strawberries follow a year round
fertilising program. For the past 12 years
that fertilising program has included
Neutrog’s Rapid Raiser. George Piliouras,
Director of Mt Barker Strawberries says on
using Rapid Raiser, “We have found that
our plants are healthier and our yields are
higher. I would thoroughly recommend
Neutrog’s products to any grower.”

George also plans on trialling Neutrog’s
new-comer to the market, Gyganic, this
coming season. Gyganic is an organicbased, biological, chemically boosted,
complete fertiliser specifically developed
to enhance uniform size and quality fruit,
flower and vegetable production. George
says he is looking forward to seeing the
result of this trial given it is a fertiliser
specifically designed to increase uniform
size and quality.
Locals can also pick up all their strawberry
needs directly from Mt Barker Strawberries
throughout the strawberry season.
Farm door sales
Open 7 days 8am - 5pm
from Oct through to May
Address: Fidler Lane, Mt Barker (2km past
Mt Barker Hospital off Wellington Rd)
Ph: 8391 1042 / 0413 279 630

Olga Piliouras, one of the owners
of Mt Barker Strawberries and
her picture-perfect produce.
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Gyganic was applied mid-season
on poorly performing irrigated
Lucerne that was identified to be slightly
copper and potassium deficient. It was
poorly nodulating for unknown reasons.
Molybdenum was in abundance in soil
and tissue tests. Previous foliar applications
of copper had limited success. Soil is quite
heavy and very low in organic matter.

Mitch Wyatt,
Managing
Director of Lakes
Flora recently
sent us this email
giving us an
update on the
amazing results they have been
seeing whilst trialling Gyganic.

The results were fantastic given the fairly
low application rate of 200kg per hectare
and elicited a number of responses from
different Lucerne growers, most to the
tune of ‘the best looking Lucerne they
had ever seen’. It would be interesting to
try some Seamungus on the stand I think.

Gyganic was chosen to give it a slight
boost of nitrogen due to it not nodulating,
to give it some potassium and also the
full range of micronutrients which if
applied separately was not a huge cost
difference. Also to boost organic matter
and micro-organisms. Ordinarily nitrogen
supplementation is not needed in most
Lucerne stands.

Also we did try Gyganic on our budstock
which resulted in an abundance of new
and strong growth, almost instant disease
resistance and ultimately led to a much

higher number of buds than is usual.

We intend to use Seamungus on all plants
during winter and throughout the next
growing season. We will be applying
Seamungus immediately before laying
plastic mulch and will be interested in
supplementing with liquid Seamungus
through fertigation throughout the 2 year
growing period.
Regards
Mitch Wyatt

SPOTLIGHT

Lakes Flora produce native
plants from local seed in the
picturesque Langhorne Creek
and Lower Lakes Area (Lake
Alexandrina and Albert) and
beyond. They offer a range
of environmental services
in South Australia including
management of revegetation
projects, seedling production,
seed collection, fencing and
weed control. Along with
operating the native nursery
they also grow Lucerne, vines
and roses.

Gyganic is an organic based,
biological, chemically boosted,
complete fertiliser with the full
range of nutrients in an organic
form, coupled with chemically
boosted levels of Nitrogen (N),
Phosphorus (P), Potassium (K),
Iron (Fe) and Magnesium (Mg).
Microbes have been added to
Gyganic’s unique organic base of
manure, seaweed, kelp, fish, humates,
lucerne and rock phosphate to
breakdown these organic materials,
ensuring the full range of organic
nutrients are available when applied.
Happy, healthy soils and
plants are more resistant to pests
and diseases.
Gyganic is ideal for all fruit and
vegetable crops (including chloride
sensitive crops) and particularly those
where a premium is paid for
consistent and uniform fruit and
vegetable size.

Neutrog MD Angus Irwin and Lakes Flora
MD Mitch Wyatt discussing the results.
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A family business in its third
generation, C.J DeVito has
been going strong for over
70 years now in the fruit
growing business. Situated
in Waikerie in the Riverland,
DeVitos grow 150 hectares of
grapes, 10 hectares of Valencia
oranges and have a bulk wine
storage facility which can hold
ten million litres of wine in
insulated tanks and are rented
to wineries in the Riverland.
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DeVitos have been long time users of
Neutrog; however it wasn’t until after
a recent hiatus from using Neutrog
that DeVitos saw the results Neutrog’s
products deliver even more clearly.
“We used to use Neutrog for many
years, however, we stopped using it
to change to another fertiliser and
the results were not the same” states
Vineyard Manager Marcus Wills.
Having switched back to Neutrog,
Marcus has seen the benefits - and
that is only after one year. “The proof
is the increased crop yield and overall
improved soil health” says Marcus. The
even spread of nutrient contained

within Neutrog’s products also leads to
greater grape uniformity, quality and
consistency of yield.
DeVitos follow a year-round fertilising
program and fertilise post-harvest in
May or June and then again in spring.
Post-harvest GOGO Juice is applied
to the vines and citrus orchards to
promote nutrient uptake prior to
dormancy and to reduce the impact of
frost over the winter months. Bounce
Back is applied via a spreader at 400kg/
ha for the spring feed in time for the
onset of bud burst to ensure healthy
canopy development.

DeVitos has also been trialling the
use of GOGO Juice through the drip
line on a new patch of Gordo (a type
of Muscat grape) vines in order to
condition the soil. Marcus explains that
conditioning the soil where these new
plantings are is vital as the vines are in
limestone and they need to be able to
push through it.
“We love the fact that Neutrog is
organic and we are putting back into
the soil a great product that we know
is going to work and help to improve
our soil, our vines and citrus trees and
ultimately help to improve our yield!”

SPOTLIGHT

DeVitos see the light!
GOGO Juice is literally teeming
with beneficial microbiology
and is essentially a pro-biotic
for soils and plants.

The carefully selected microbes
have been proliferated utilising
complex carbohydrates and
sugars through a unique
aerobic brewing system in which
kelp, seaweed, fish, humic acid and
manure have been digested by the
beneficial bacteria.
The resultant liquid product will
supply your soil and plants with a
huge boost of the living
microbiology necessary for them
to perform at their optimum level,
increasing their ability to resist pest
and disease and to withstand heat
and frost stress.
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Around the grounds

Broadacre Trials
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Bormann Turf, a wholesale turf farm situated in Langhorne Creek supplies
instant turf to Commercial, Industrial and Residential industries all across
Australia. Bormann Turf supplies the likes of Etihad Stadium and are currently
growing the turf that will be used for the Adelaide Oval $500m redevelopment.
Bormann Turf’s fertilising program includes the use of Seamungus. “The
kelp content in Seamungus helps produce a fine root growth and enhances
a natural binding of roots” says Bormann Turf grower, Scott Bormann.

Following the success of the recent 120+ broadacre trials undertaken by
farmers, more serious trials with consulting group YPAG and Hart Field Days
have now commenced. The trials will be looking at comparing the value of
Bounce Back at an equal dollar rate and application rate against synthetic
fertiliser DAP. Additional to this, trials are also being undertaken to determine
the effect of GOGO Juice as a seed dressing prior to planting. Stay tuned as
we will keep you updated with these results in the coming months.

To contact your local representative freecall 1800 656 644

