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After reading an article about Neutrog
a few years ago, Anthony starting using
a number of Neutrog products; Rapid
Raiser and Dolomite Lime are used at
renovation time, Total Impact in spring
and autumn, and GOGO Juice has also
been added to the program and applied
monthly. Seamungus is applied all year
round and in particular added to the
calendar three weeks prior to all events.
When asked why he chooses to use
Neutrog at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Anthony says: “I like the NPK of the
products and the trace elements they
provide in the soil. The benefits have
been an increased CEC (Cation Exchange
Capacity – an indicator of soil fertility)
and a decrease in the time it takes for
the grass to recover after an event.”

Anthony Bashall,
Senior Horticulturist
Turfculture at the Royal
Botanic Gardens Sydney.

Established in 1816 the Royal Botanic Garden,
Sydney is both the largest and the oldest
botanic garden and scientific institution
in Australia, and home to an outstanding
collection of plants from around the world.
The 30 hectare Botanic Garden is surrounded
by the Domain – a further 34 hectares of
unfenced botanical parkland. Accessible
to the public 24 hours a day these green
spaces, playing fields and harbour views play
a central role in Sydney’s biggest festivals,
celebrations and events attracting local
residents, city workers and a large number of
interstate and overseas visitors each year.
Anthony Bashall is Senior Horticulturist,
Turfculture, at the Royal Botanic Gardens
Sydney.

In 2011–12, 636 volunteers contributed
over 47,000 hours of their time to support
Trust programs, including those provided
through the Foundation and Friends
of the Botanic Gardens. The financial
contribution of volunteer hours to the
organisation is approximately $1million.

Anthony’s role is to supervise and direct
the work of the Turf Team and keep the
lawns in the Botanic Garden, Domain and
Government House up to a high standard
for the public to enjoy. His work also
includes the renovation and rebuilding of
the sporting fields and lawn that are used
for events such as the Sydney Festival and
OpenAir Cinema.
Anthony has certainly become an expert
in his field. With a background in green
keeping at bowling greens in the 1990's,
he moved on to Greenkeeper roles at
prestigious Group 1 golf courses before
winning his current position five years ago.
And what a place to work! Anthony feels
he has the best job in the world, working
in beautiful surroundings and loving the
challenges that each day brings.

Of the 86 staff, 60 are in the
horticultural operations team!
Visitor numbers to the Royal Botanic
Gardens Sydney is over 3.5million per year.

Anthony and his team of six follow a Year
Round Fertilising Program with adjustments
as required throughout the seasons, taking
into account demand on the lawns from
events, public usage and sport – plus the
changing weather conditions. Along with
the fertilising regime, the team do regular soil
testing and use water management programs
and renovation, spraying and maintenance
programs to keep the grass growing at its
optimal rate. The goal is healthier grass that
has a greater uniform coverage.

The number of plant specimens in
the Royal Botanic Garden, Sydney
(including the Domain) is 67,100
and the number of trees is 4,770.

There is so much to see and do at the
Royal Botanic Garden and Domain
including guided walks, school holiday
activities, lectures, exhibitions and
workshops.
If you have not yet visited this iconic
garden, or have not done so in a while,
consider adding the experience to your
must-do list. Whilst wandering around
admiring the expansive gardens and
lawn areas spare a thought for the hard
working Turf Team and all the planning,
care and dedication that has been
invested beneath your feet. More details
on what’s on this month and events
coming up at www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/
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Fertilise in Winter for
a head start in Spring
Like humans and animals, plants require regular feeding
throughout the year – at least once in each season.
Happy, healthy, well nourished plants are more resistant to
pests, diseases, heat stress and frost.

Feeding your plants in
winter adds nutrition,
conditions the soil and
stimulates root growth.
prev Greater root growth
provides a larger soil
surface area from which
the plants can draw
nutrients and moisture providing your plants with
a ‘head start for spring’.

INCREASES
RESISTANCE
TO HEAT
STRESS &
FROST!

IDEAL
ALL PLAFOR
INCLUDINTS
NATIVESNG
!

A rich, organic* fertiliser, high in
potassium, for better fruit & flowers

1 litre~makes 250 litres

10kg net

These products are ideal for winter application.

As we look to others to mentor and advise us in the garden, we sometimes hear
advice about not fertilising in winter. This stems from a past era when inorganic
chemical fertilisers were predominantly used. These were unsuitable to use in winter
as they would often leech and be wasted. The advantage of organic fertilisers is
that they can be applied at this crucial time of year offering benefits to plants and
soil. Feeding our plants now increases the organic matter, improving the condition
of the soil, and although it may not look like much is happening above the ground,
the root zone is continuing to grow and strengthen providing a better foundation
heading into Spring. These are just some of the reasons Neutrog is an advocate of
Year Round Fertilising.
We can also look to ‘the experts’ to see what they are doing at this time of the year.
In June more than 2000 tonne of fertiliser was delivered to a myriad of commercial
customers and growers – those that rely on their produce for their livelihood.
Vineyard business owners and vignerons are applying now including Yalumba,
Petaluma, and Grant Burge. Adelaide Oval, Victoria State Rose Garden and the Royal
Botanic Gardens Sydney and Domain are also fertilising their gardens and turf over
these winter months. Why not follow the example of these experts and feed your
soil and plants now.

Click here to see the Better
Homes and Gardens segment
featuring Graham Ross sharing
his winter veggie patch tips
including what to plant
now and a heads up on
GOGO Juice.
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Morwell Centenary Rose garden
Also featured are the perfumed French
Delbard roses in the sensory garden and
stunning rose covered archways, towers
and gazebo.

When others were fleeing
the town during weeks of
smoke from the nearby
fire Jess, Lorraine, Karen
and Joan … turned up,
donned their masks and
it was business as usual in
the rose garden!
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Earlier this year the town of Morwell was
abruptly brought to everyone’s attention
in the news with the outbreak of fire in the
nearby open cut mine. The fires raged for
over four weeks and the 12,000 residents
of Morwell lived under a thick blanket of
smoke and ash. The local primary school
shifted to a nearby town, Australia Post
stopped delivering mail and the Morwell
Courthouse was temporarily closed. Many
residents sought refuge with relatives
and returned once the fires were brought
under control.
Amongst all of the unusual happenings in
the town, a group of dedicated volunteers
at the Morwell Centenary Rose Garden
turned up every week, donned their masks
and it was business as usual in the rose
garden! Now that’s commitment!

The Morwell Centenary Rose Garden
is an outstanding example of what
a community can achieve with cooperation, hard work and determination.
This community project, started in 1991,
is a continuing work undertaken by the
"Friends of the Rose Garden" volunteers
and sponsors, and supported by the
Latrobe City Council. It was a thrill for all
involved when in 2009 the garden was
presented with an ‘Award of Garden
Excellence’ by the World Federation of
Rose Societies, being only the second
in Australia to receive this honour. The
gardens and manicured lawns now span
four landscaped acres with some 3000
roses and 400 varieties showcased. These
include heritage and species roses and
collections of David Austin, New Zealand
and Australian bred roses.

To provide additional colour and interest
in the garden throughout the year,
plantings of spring bulbs, camellias,
azaleas, annuals and perennials have
been made within the park setting of
established exotic and native trees.
Sudden Impact for Roses, Seamungus and
GOGO Juice have been widely used at the
garden and this spring Kahoona will be
applied to the acid loving plants.

Sea Foam looking its best

The garden continues to expand, covering
multiple roundabouts and median strips
and has most recently been extending
along the railway cutting. Seamungus was
on hand to assist and many of the early
plantings are already thriving. The cutting
will be an ongoing project for the group,
along with continued maintenance and
rotation of beds and additions of new rose
plantings throughout the winter.
Winter is one of the busiest times for
the volunteers with pruning and winter
fertilising on the agenda. Once the 116
beds have been weeded and the 3000
roses pruned, Seamungus is added before
the beds are mulched. GOGO Juice is then
applied in August and September to ensure
the soil health is at an optimum prior to the
stunning spring display.
The camaraderie is clearly evident when
visiting this iconic garden on a Tuesday
morning. The volunteers work side by side
in the gardens but also weather life’s storms
together offering each other support and
friendship. Volunteers come from all around
the LaTrobe Valley, one riding 25kms one
way on her bike! Others come from even
further afield, as do many visitors year
round. To read more about visiting this
Internationally acclaimed award winning
garden, see photos, or to enquire about
becoming a volunteer visit the website
www.morwellrosegarden.com.au
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From The Ground Up TIP: Composting
Nothing can improve the structure of
your soil like compost! It encourages
earthworm and microbial activity,
returning valuable nutrients to the soil.
The key to success with composting is the
balance of ingredients. The idea is to add
alternate layers of brown and green along
with coarse and fine materials keeping
a balanced mix. You can buy a compost
bin or make your own out of timber or
chicken wire.
Here are a few choices available:
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An open ‘Three Bay’ compost system
works well in large gardens. The first bay
is used to collect the raw materials, which
are layered after one or two months, into
the second bay. Alternate the brown/
dry matter with the green/wet matter,
along with scatterings of organic fertiliser.
Add some ready-made compost, and
pelletised manure between the layers to
accelerate the decomposition process. If
you find your materials won’t decompose
easily, you can add a compost ‘starter’,
which is a liquid poured over the heap to
accelerate the breakdown process. GOGO
Juice is also a great compost accelerator.
A compost tumbler is a barrel type
compost bin is good for small gardens. It
can be easily turned, which incorporates
air into the compost. Add the ingredients
through a hatch and turn the tumbler
every few days and you can have compost
in three months.

A Gedye Bin is an upright bin with a lid
where material is added. The base is open
to allow contact with the soil. A minimum
of two bins is required, one for current use
and one decomposing. Once full, your
compost will be ready for use in three to
six months depending on your location,
the temperature and whether you aerate
the mix or not.
An Aerobin is a larger sealed compost bin
that is pest and pet proof. It eliminates the
need for multiple bins and does not need
turning. The thermal insulation and the
central aeration core promote the rapid
aerobic breakdown of organic matter. This
system can accommodate 2.3 tonnes of
organic matter a year. Fresh material is
added at the top, and matured compost is
removed from the lower side door. If you
add ingredients in a balanced ratio, this
system will produce good compost in as
little as three months.

A Bokashi Composting System is ideal
for those with small gardens or apartment
dwellers. It is small enough to sit on
a kitchen bench or under a sink. The
Bokashi Composting System uses an
anaerobic fermentation process to turn
kitchen waste into compost. Kitchen
scraps are layered with a micro-organism
impregnated Bokashi mix without the
odours and unpleasantness associated
with putrefaction and decay. Once the
bin is full, the compost is left for a week
or more and then buried directly into the
garden or raised planters.

Find these tips and much more in our
From The Ground Up books – now
available from our online store. Choose
from the SA edition by Sophie Thomson,
Vic edition by Jane Edmanson or NSW
edition by Linda, Sandra and Graham Ross.
www.neutrog.com.au

The Victoria
State Rose Garden
What a milestone! The Victoria State
Rose Garden supporters have recently
celebrated their 21st Birthday!
We visited the garden on their special
day to see the volunteers hard at work
(both in the garden and demolishing the
birthday cake at morning tea time!).
The Victoria State Rose Garden was
established in 1986 after ten years in the
planning, but in 1993 it was looking as
though the garden would be closed due
to funding issues. A call for volunteers
was put out in the local newspaper and
an enthusiastic group of rose lovers and
gardeners took over the reins. 21 years
later the group has around 100 current
volunteers contributing 9000 hours
between them. Several of the founding
members are still involved with four
present to cut the cake at the birthday
celebrations. Our congratulations go to
the State Rose Garden Supporters Group
and to all those who have contributed
to this magnificent rose garden over the
past 21 years.
Volunteers - both experienced and
otherwise are always welcome.
Enquiries to http://vicstaterosegarden.
com.au/volunteering-in-the-garden.html

next

Mailbox
We’d love to hear of your gardening
successes. Send your comments for
us to share with other gardeners.
Photos welcome!
info@neutrog.com.au
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In my garden, it is Gyganic that is the star.
I have a dwarf lemon tree in a tub that
bears well and a 25 year old lemon tree
in the ground that was here when we
moved in. It never had more than three
lemons a year. Last season I started using
Gyganic around the roots/drip line and I
have my first-ever crop.
It’s so good that I've had
to prop up one branch
with a wooden strut!
Susan
Canberra, ACT
I’m a great fan of all your
products. Love that Strike
Back for Orchids. I have also
started to use the GOGO
Juice in my compost bins. It is
working a treat.
Sandra

In
Development

Since joining the Rose Society in March
2012 we have applied GOGO Juice
monthly and numerous applications of
Sudden Impact for Roses. We have also
applied Seamungus.
The improvement visible in the foliage in
Photo 2 compared to Photo 1 we attribute
to GOGO Juice. Since joining the Rose
Society of South Australia and exhibiting at
their Rose Shows and monthly meetings we
have won numerous prizes with comments
being made by the judges about the
quality of the foliage on our roses. At the
last show we won the President’s trophy for
the most successful exhibitor.
Following the first burst of hot weather in
February our Standard roses were badly
burnt but following an application of
GOGO Juice their recovery had to be seen
to be believed!
We are very satisfied Neutrog users.
Regards,
Don & Dawn, Newton, SA

Around the grounds...
Michael Harris, owner of E P Turf, is a fan
of Seamungus and uses it on his Turf Farm
at Port Lincoln in South Australia. Michael
has reported that applying Seamungus
has improved his soil, increasing the
carbon content and reduced the growing
cycle of the turf by three months! With
a reduced turnaround time the turf
is ready for sale earlier, but additional
benefits have included the improved
health of the turf and its ability to retain
its colour longer. Michael is so impressed
with his own results that he provides his
customers Seamungus with each pallet
of turf he sells. Feedback from the local
landscapers has also been positive with

a noticeable difference in the time the
turf takes to establish. Michael puts this
down to the Seamungus acting as a
root hormone, helping to establish the
roots of the turf in its new position. One
landscaper commented that he could
‘see’ the difference – easily identifying
which areas Michael had laid with
Seamungus and others that had not!
He was quick to add it into his own turflaying jobs.
Word is spreading - not
only about Seamungus but
the quality turf that EP Turf
supply to their customers.

Vinnies CEO Sleepout

Photo 1
Photo 2

On Thursday 19 June over 1000 CEOs,
business and community leaders ‘bunked
down’ across Australia raising millions of
dollars to support essential homeless services
and raise awareness of homelessness and
related issues in our community. The event
is run in each state simultaneously and this
year Neutrog’s Managing Director, Angus
Irwin joined the 105 South Australian
participants in the grounds of Government
House. Although only offering those
involved a glimpse of homelessness, the
event not only raises much needed funds

The 105 strong group gathered at the recent
SA Vinnies CEO sleepout

but puts a spotlight on the issue both in the
media and within each of the organisations
that are represented. This year an amazing
$5.8million has been raised nationally.
The 2015 Vinnies CEO Sleepout will mark
the 10th anniversary since its inception. To
read more about Vinnies homeless services,
to donate, or to register for the 2015 event
visit www.ceosleepout.org.au
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Need some colour
in your winter garden?

Fun Tree Fact

Pink Magnolia (Magnolia x soulangiana).
Deciduous magnolias produce their spectacular
winter and early spring blooms on naked
branches. Also known as a Saucer Magnolia,
the spectacular cup shaped blooms are large
and fragrant, and come in a number of colour
variations. Slow growing but worth the wait,
these showpiece trees also offer shade in
summer and do not require pruning.

202020...?

Here are our suggestions...
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Winter Cheer (Kniphofia). As the name suggests
this particular Kniphofia is at its blooming best
throughout the winter when many other plants
have been pruned or cut back and there is little
colour in the garden. With striking fiery red and
orange torches lasting for many weeks they
are a perfect feature either individually or mass
planted as borders. Easy to grow, Winter Cheer is
extremely hardy and both heat and frost tolerant.
Japanese camellia (Camellia japonica).
Blooming from autumn to late spring these hardy
and versatile shrubs can add a blast of colour in
low light areas, trimmed into a screen or hedge
and in large containers. Drought tolerant once
established Camellias compliment any garden
with their huge range of flower colour and shape.

Japanese maple (Acer Palmatum ‘Sango Kaku’).
The young stems of this tree are a bright coral
pink to red which intensifies and becomes more
obvious in the dormant period. This feature in
winter, along with the superb yellow to apricot
foliage in autumn, makes the Japanese Maple an
elegant tree ideal for protected areas of gardens.

Knocking on wood for good luck
originated from primitive tree worship
when rapping on trees was believed to
summon protective spirits in the trees.

Our cities need more plants and trees
- they’re good for our health and
productivity, keep cities cool and reduce
pollution. People even heal faster when
they’re around them, yet so often plants
and trees are overlooked when plans are
drawn and concrete poured.
The 202020 Vision is a national
campaign to change this, by increasing
our urban green space by 20% by 2020.
To date the green projects involved in
this initiative have added 8,516,006 square
metres of green space to our urban
landscape... and counting!
Read more at http://202020vision.com.au/

Why Trees?
• 1 hectare of trees can absorb 6 tonnes
of carbon dioxide a year!
• Trees increase biodiversity
• Trees fix nitrates into soil making it more
fertile to grow other plants, like vegetables
• Urban tree planting improves
pride of place
• Trees provide healthy and beautiful
places for children to play and learn
• Fruit trees provide nutritious fruit to eat
• Trees improve an area’s water quality
Source: Greenpop.org

Planet Ark’s National Tree Day
provides all Australians with an
opportunity to do something positive
for the environment and reconnect with
nature. Working with councils, schools and
community groups, the day’s events will
assists Australians to plant over 1 million
native trees, shrubs and grasses at more
than 4000 organised events. Last year an
enormous milestone was achieved with
the planting of the 20-millionth seedling
since the campaign began in 1996.
National Tree Day is planned for last
weekend of July every year as this is the
optimal planting time (for the majority of
Australian towns and cities). This year it will
be held on Sunday 27th July and Schools
Tree Day Friday 25th July.
For details of how you can get involved
go to www.treeday.planetark.org/about/
or simply get out in your own garden that
day…… and plant a tree!
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Garden groundwork in Winter
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Potted Plants: Remove saucers from under any pots out in the rain to avoid roots
rotting. Ensure those that are undercover are still being checked and watered as
required. Apply Strike Back for Orchids Liquid Concentrate to the watering can.

Like humans and animals, plants require
regular feeding throughout the year –
at least once in each season.
Year round
Happy, healthy, well nourished plants
fertilising for
are more resistant to pests, diseases,
year round
heat stress and frost.
health

Move Cymbidium orchids into a spot with maximum sunlight and feed monthly
with Strike Back for Orchids.
Roses: Under-plant your roses with annuals such as winter flowering alyssum, primulas and
lobelia. Choose annuals that complement the colour and shape of your roses. Keep the roots
of bare rooted roses moist until ready for planting and get them into the ground as early in
the season as possible. Use Seamungus when planting as it will not burn the roots and water
in with GOGO Juice to aid root establishment. Although some gardeners find it hard to wait,
roses are best pruned in July or even early august. Remove prunings immediately and place
into the bin to reduce the risk of fungus and disease spread and feed with Seamungus.
In August apply GOGO Juice and mulch whilst easy to move between the bushes.

Fruit Trees: Winter is a great time to plant bare rooted fruit trees and
ornamentals. Choose plants with large developed root balls and when
digging the hole for planting turn and loosen the soil to two spades depth.
Mix Seamungus through the soil and water in well with GOGO Juice.
Apply Gyganic for Fruit and Citrus at the start of spring.

Natives: Plant natives in the garden now so they are well established and ready to face their first
summer. With many other plants dormant or slowing down over winter many natives actually
thrive. One example is Leptospermum ‘Fore Shore’ - a native alternative to the traditional English
Box hedge. With all the benefits of seaweed and humic acid Seamungus increases resistance to
heat and frost stress, so feed both new and established plants 100g each.

Keep pruning tools sharp for best results and look for pruning demonstrations
and master classes in your local area to improve your knowledge.
Advice from the experts will help you achieve the best from your fruit trees.

Vegetables & Herbs: Plant Brassicas (broccoli, cauliflower, kale, Brussels sprouts,
Asian greens etc) as they are relatively easy to grow and look great with their
differing colours and shapes. Choose a position with the most winter sun, add
2-3 handfuls Rocket Fuel or Rapid Raiser per square metre, and if required add
lime or dolomite as brassicas dislike acidic soils. Strawberry runners on the other
hand prefer slightly acid soil. Plant in raised beds or pots using Seamungus,
and apply Kahoona at the start of spring.

Grapevines: Add Rapid Raiser when pruning and feed with Sudden Impact for Roses
towards the end of July - this hit of potassium will help ensure an abundant crop. For a
100% organic alternative for improved fruiting and flowering choose KA-BLOOM.
Flowering Plants: The cooler months are the best times to relocate
plants or divide Agapanthus and other clumping perennials.
Mix Seamungus through the soil so they settle into in their new position.
Prune tree dahlia canes down to the ground as soon as flowering is over
and choose cuttings from the base of canes should you wish to add them
to new areas of the garden. Ensure there are 2 nodes on each, and plant in a shallow
trench. Water monthly with GOGO Juice for a stunning display next autumn.

Visit our Online Store
for Trial Packs,
Sample Packs and
‘From The Ground
Up’ Books.

Add coriander and chives to herb garden pots and position in sunny windowsills,
apply GOGO Juice monthly to the soil and cut as required.
Freeze any excess in ice cube trays with either water or olive oil.
Lawns: It is easier to aerate lawns now there has been some rain, so use a fork or
lawn aerator and then top dress with Blade Runner or Seamungus Crumble to help
improve root growth over the winter period when leaf growth tends to be slower.

Neutrog Australia Pty Ltd
288 Mine Road, Kanmantoo
South Australia 5252
T (08) 8538 3500
F (08) 8538 3522
E info@neutrog.com.au
W www.neutrog.com.au
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