Welcome to Neutrog’s January 2019 newsletter

Christmas is over for another year, and even though it may be too hot outdoors for
gardening during the day, there are still quite a few jobs that can be done when the day
cools down to ensure your garden not only survives, but thrives.

This newsletter provides some gardening tips for helping our gardens get through the hot
weather, along with some stories and news from our fellow gardeners. We love to hear
from our gardening community, so if you have a story you'd like to share please get in
touch.
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Garden community
We like to share stories and tips from our fellow gardeners. Each month we have so many
interesting stories we don't have enough space so they will appear on our Facebook feed over
the coming weeks.

Happy Valley Primary School garden

This amazing image was shared with us on
Facebook from Happy Valley Primary School in
SA, and was one of our most popular posts in
2018. You can read all about how they grow such
enormous vegies here.

Whoflungdung with Sweet Peas

Kerin-Lea Hall is horticulturist and owner of Quilted Cottage Gardening and Musings in
Tasmania (a rare plant nursery and horticultural service). She is also part-owner of Australia's
Sweet Pea Specialists, and is one of the founders of ‘Tasmanians Totally into
Gardening’ Facebook group. Kerin-Lea is so impressed with Neutrog’s products that she posted
this on our Facebook page recently…
“You never cease learning with gardening, I know that is one of the reasons why I enjoy it so
much. We recommend using blood & bone along with tomato fertiliser when planting out Sweet
Peas, however here in Tasmania I am trying something different. Blood and bone sends my
dogs into a frenzy, so much so that I wouldn’t have a garden if I used it.
I am also totally organic and chemical free in my garden, and I have prime grade agricultural
soil that is constantly being mulched with sugar cane from the chicken house. So this year
instead of the blood & bone I’m using Whoflungdung as a compost on my Sweet Pea beds
and pots. As a horticulturist I have been very impressed with this product so I am expecting my
Sweet Peas to flourish”.

The stunning homestead & gardens of Urrbrae
House

Nestled in the Adelaide foothills, Urrbrae House was the original home of Peter Waite - a
wealthy and pioneering pastoralist. On his death in 1922 at the age of 87, Waite gifted his
property to the University of Adelaide on the proviso that that the eastern half of the estate was
to be used for the study of botany, horticulture and agriculture, while the western half was to be
set aside as a garden for the enjoyment of the public.
Today, the property is an accredited museum and part of the University of Adelaide’s School of
Agriculture, Food and Wine. It offers a stunning space for visitors to walk around the impressive
grounds and appreciate the collection of trees that have been carefully cultivated for scientific,
horticultural and educational purposes. The extensive gardens display an impressive range of
beautifully designed and innovative spaces that reflect the history of the people who lived and
worked on the original site.

The gardens and Arboretum are maintained by a dedicated team of volunteers assisted by
Neutrog, the Mediterranean Garden Society, the Rose Society of SA, Heritage Roses of
Australia, the Palm & Cycad Society of SA and Ross Roses. Neutrog’s support comes in the
form of fertilisers such as Rocket Fuel, Bush Tucker, Sudden Impact for Roses and
Seamungus. Over 1000kgs of our new super-mulch WhoFlungDung was recently applied to the
rose gardens, with Sudden Impact for Lawns soon to be applied to the unique collection of
palms and cycads in the Waite Arboretum. GOGO Juice is also used to give new plants a kick
start or to help any plants showing signs of stress.
Neutrog’s Paul Dipuglia recently attended Urrbrae House to present the dedicated garden
volunteers with an informative and enjoyable presentation about Neutrog’s history and the large
variety of products we produce. He was so impressed with the gardens, he highly recommends
a visit to everyone to experience this beautiful property. The Urrbrae House Gardens and Waite
Arboretum are open to the public every day of the year from dawn until dusk except on Fire Ban
Days. Enjoy free guided tours of the Waite Arboretum every first Sunday of each month at
11am. For more information visit the official Urrbrae House website.

Maddingley Park, Victoria

The volunteers at Maddingley Park in Bacchus Marsh sent us some photos of their hard work
recently. The Friends Of Maddingley Park Commemorative Rose Garden was established in
2005 by the Maddingley Park Botanical Group, and is situated by the large iron gates which are
originally from Labassa Mansion in Caulfield North. The commemorative garden features a
picturesque selection of gorgeous hybrid teas, standards, ramblers, bush roses, weepers and
climbers.

The second garden - The Nieuwesteeg Heritage Rose Garden near the Dickie Bandstand was
established in 2009, with roses donated by rosarian John Nieuwesteeg, and named in honor of
him in 2011. Many of the roses are unusual and quite rare, and are of Australian origin. They
have thrived at their location and look stunning.

The gardens have been carefully and enthusiastically nurtured by the Friends Of Maddingley
Park, along with the Rose Carers of Maddingley Park - both groups consist of local and
dedicated volunteers who regularly beaver away to provide pleasure and enjoyment for
the local community. The rose gardens at Maddingley Park have used Neutrog products since
its inception, including GOGO Juice, Sudden Impact for Roses and Seamungus.

Hindmarsh Island lawn

Croquet or tennis anyone?
These photos were taken at a property on Hindmarsh Island in South Australia. The owners
gave the lawn a feed of Sudden Impact for Lawns and watered it in with GOGO Juice needless to say they are very impressed with the results!

Remember...
•

To help your plants cope with the summer heat - mulch, mulch, mulch with
Whoflungdung!

•

Make sure you leave some water out for birds, lizards and other wildlife

•

Use GOGO Juice to help your plants overcome heat stress

The Whoflungdung
baling plant has arrived!
Our new organic super-mulch ‘Whoflungdung’
has already exceeded all sales expectations,
along with its performance in gardens around
the country. Many of you have been eagerly
anticipating the arrival of our Whoflungdung
baling plant so you can 'fling some dung' on

your garden beds. After the business that was packing it for us was unexpectedly sold, we had
to work hard to find a long-term solution, and we are so pleased to announce that our brand
new baling plant finally arrived from Italy in December.
With its limited release to date, Whoflungdung has been incredibly popular, and has already
been used widely over the last year or so by many home gardeners, rose growers, botanic
gardens, parks and councils including the Adelaide Botanic Garden, Victoria State Rose
Garden, Morwell Centenary Rose Garden, Mornington Botanical Rose Garden, the Rose
Society of South Australia (who, after extensive trials, are keen to endorse Whoflungdung), the
Rose Society of Victoria, the Rose Society of NSW, Hains Roses, Wagner's Rose
Nursery and Treloar Roses. The feedback we have received so far has been tremendous many telling us how good it's been for their gardens - not only improving the soil and the health
of their plants, but also for keeping the weeds at bay and blackbirds away.

Whoflungdung is a biologically activated, nutrient rich, weed free, absorbent, super mulch. It’s
composted, inoculated with eNcase and filled with nutrients, so that when added to soil it
introduces a wide diversity of beneficial bacteria. These beneficial bacteria readily proliferate
through the soil, acting as a barrier to pathogenic bacteria, providing a safe environment for
healthy plant growth.

Most significantly, Whoflungdung reduces, if not eliminates, the nitrogen draw-down which is
often reflected in plants after mulch has been applied. Apart from reducing weeds, many users
also happily report that blackbirds don’t like it.

Whoflungdung is available in compressed 20kg bales from good hardware and garden supply
shops, and in bulk from select suppliers.

Find your local Whoflungdung stockist here

Research and development
Depth Charger
Do you have a problem with thatch in your lawn? An excessive layer of thatch can create an
ideal environment for pests and disease, and an unfavorable growing environment for your
lawns' root system. Neutrog’s R&D Department has been busy creating a biologically-active
product that is designed to break down stubble and thatch through the use of microbes. ‘Depth
Charger’ contains a specialised blend of naturally-occurring microbes which have been isolated
and grown to be able to break down fibrous cellulose material. It has a specific co-factor to
enhance the ability of cellulose enzymes (produced by the microbes) to accelerate stubble and
thatch breakdown, along with a specific agent designed to assist in surface adherence by
reducing water tension.

Yet to be released, Depth Charger is currently being trialed around the country including the
Adelaide Botanic Gardens. It is also being trialled in situations that seek to reduce stubble or
thatch from a variety of plants including grain and canola as well as golf courses.

eNcase
Neutrog was well established when we started delving into the nature of our fertilisers from a
biological point of view – we knew Neutrog consistently out-performed the raw stuff, but we
didn’t exactly know why. Over the years, our biological journey has taken us through
hypothesis, testing and deduction before we finally concluded that bacteria play a significant
role in nutrient availability and uptake. After all, nothing can work without bacteria…including
nutrients.
Our research took a leap ahead when world-renowned molecular micro-biologist Dr Uwe
Stroeher joined the team. He concurred with our broad theory that bacteria proliferated through
the composting process. He further proposed that after many years of composting the same
materials on the same site, we had effectively bred ‘super bugs’ – ones that were highly
proficient in breaking down organic matter and unlocking the nutrients in soil.
We experimenting in earnest, putting composted chicken poo into beer brewing kits with the
idea of brewing ‘super composting’ bacteria. We had a few false starts (making lactic acid from
adding too much sugar and not enough oxygen), but eventually we propagated the good
bacteria found in our compost. It was a game changer – we had brewed a microbe-diverse
‘potion’ (now known as eNcase) and a whole new world of possibilities suddenly opened up.

From this research, we created strange brews (with kelp, straw, fish meal, coal and other
performance-enhancing nutrient-rich/nutrient-diverse ingredients) which eventually became
products like GOGO Juice, Seamungus and Gyganic.
As a company, Neutrog is only at the beginning of its biological evolution, but we are already
manufacturing novel and imaginative products that have never been made before. Products that

are more microbiologically diverse, robust and adaptable, and more tolerant to drought, heat and
frost. We are researching, examining and DNA matching, endeavouring to uncover the true scope
of bacterial diversity and the probiotic potential of these products.
It’s exciting to think where the future will take us, and the possibilities these biological formulations
may bring. If you’d like to be updated with any future products and developments from Neutrog,
join the Pooh Bah Club or like our Facebook page and we’ll keep you posted!

Neutrog TV
Check out Neutrog's latest TV
appearances and video clips for garden
and fertliser tips.

Featured products
What will help my plants survive the heat?
GOGO Juice is a pro-biotic for your soil and plants,
teeming with beneficial micro-biology. These microbes
activate the natural processes that occur in the soil,
speeding up the decomposition of the residual organic
and mineral compounds, ultimately increasing the
nutrient availability and stimulating growth.
•

Stimulate plant growth

•

Improve soil structure and enhance root growth

•

Increase resistance to heat and moisture stress

•

Boost disease resistance

The carefully selected microbes have been proliferated utilising complex carbohydrates and
sugars through a unique aerobic brewing system in which kelp, seaweed, fish, coal and lucerne

have been digested by these bacteria. Through this process, GOGO Juice not only contains a
wide variety of bacteria that perform many beneficial functions within the soil, but it also
contains numerous other beneficial elements such as natural growth hormones, humic and
fulvic acid, amino acids, vitamins and alginates - all of which serve to enhance soil and plant
performance.

The resultant product provides a huge boost of the living micro-biology necessary for your soil
and plants to perform at their optimum level, increasing their ability to resist pests and disease
and to withstand heat stress and frost. Click here for more information.

The National Rose Trial Garden of Australia

The National Rose Trial Garden of Australia (NRTGA) located at the Adelaide Botanic Gardens
trials roses for a two year period, after which the roses are removed from their specific planting
locations. Due to space restrictions, these areas can only remain without roses for a one year
period before they must be prepared to have another trial batch of roses planted in them.

Rose experts generally advise resting areas for 3 to 4 years without roses, or removal of soil
which has had roses growing in it, and replacing with virgin soil if roses are to be replanted in
that location sooner than 3 to 4 years.
Replacing the soil was the usual practice at the Rose Trial Garden, however, the NRTGA
Management Board, rose producers and maintenance teams were not happy with this
approach. It was an enormous amount of work and also very expensive. Thanks to independent
expert advice provided by Neutrog and soils expert, Phil Barnett (Pro Ag Soil
Management), they now treat the previously planted areas and re-use the soil after only 12
months with very good results.

First, after removing the roses, a cover crop of millet and mustard is planted as a
biofumigant. The soil is treated with Neutrog's Seamungus (soil tonic) and GOGO
Juice (contains organic treated nutrients and beneficial bacteria). The maintenance team then
turns the mature cover crop into the soil and uses GOGO Juice and then Seamungus prior to
planting the new roses which have been entered into the rose trial. The established roses
receive an application of ‘Sudden Impact for Roses' and mulched with ‘WhoFlungDung’. The
results have been great.

The perfect relationship between fruit, veggies & Gyganic

Gyganic has been specifically developed for fruit and vegetable production. It is an organicbased, biological, chemically-boosted complete fertiliser with the full range of nutrients in an
organic form, coupled with chemically boosted levels of Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium, Iron
and Magnesium.

Microbes have been added to Gyganic’s unique organic base of manure, seaweed, kelp, fish,
humates, lucerne and rock phosphate to break down these organic materials, ensuring the full
range of organic nutrients are available when applied.
This nutritious, biological organic base, high in organic carbon and containing naturallyoccurring growth hormones is then blended homogeneously with inorganic compounds (diammonium phosphate, potassium sulphate, iron sulphate and magnesium sulphate) to boost
the levels of those essential elements. It is then pelleted,
which removes the potential for nutrient segregation and
allows for easy, uniform nutrient application.

When introduced to the soil, the living microbiology in Gyganic
helps to break down the organic materials within the soil,
unlocking nutrients and generating greater levels of organic
carbon. This helps to retain the inorganic nutrients within the
soil, and aids in regulating their uniform uptake by plants. The
natural growth hormones enhance plant growth both above
and below the ground, where the increased root mass
provides a greater soil surface area from which to draw
nutrients and moisture. This increases the plants’ ability to
withstand heat stress in the hotter months. Ultimately, happy,
healthy soils and plants are more resistant to pests and
diseases.

Gyganic is ideal for all fruit and vegetables and is available at
all good gardening retail stores.

Neutrog Radio
Listen to Dr Uwe as he dishes the dirt on
gardening and soil microbiology on 2GB
and FIVEaa.

Year round fertiliser program

Roses
Now is the time to deadhead any spent roses to encourage
new growth and flowers. Keep your plants healthy by
watering regularly, and mulching with Whoflungdung will
help keep the soil damp and at an even temperature. This
will encourage the plants to grow and flower.
Roses should be lightly pruned in the first week of February, allowing about 52 days for the
flush of autumn roses. Light pruning is a simple task - shoots are cut to a growing eye or bud
about three buds below the spent flower. A generous feeding with Sudden Impact for
Roses should be applied to follow this light cutting, and of course plenty of water to set the
growth pattern into action. You can read further cultural notes here by Walter Duncan,
Rosarian.

Apply 100g of Sudden Impact for Roses per plant every 6 - 8 weeks throughout Summer and
Autumn for a beautiful rose display.

Australian natives
Give your natives and hedges a light trim to maintain their
shape - giving them a feed of Bush Tucker will ensure they
look fantastic for Autumn.

Developed with native plant expert Angus Stewart and soil
scientist Simon Leake, Neutrog's Bush Tucker is the ideal
solution to feed your natives.

Lawns
For those wanting to turn their ordinary lawn into something
extra special, Bladerunner is the key. It is an ACO certified
organic fertiliser in granular form, which can be used on all
plants.

Its unique blend of highly concentrated, nutritious organic
materials are fully composted and steam treated, which
means it is particularly suitable for new lawns and a
summer application on established lawns where the slow
release properties help prevent thatch build-up.
Bladerunner promotes healthy lush and sustained growth,
and improves soil structure and tilth.

Acid-loving plants
Dead-head and lightly prune azaleas, rhododendrons and
camellias to keep them in shape. Fertilise in January using
Kahoona - this has a higher potassium to nitrogen ratio
which enhances flower development, and boosted levels of
iron and magnesium to help maintain healthy green foliage.

The Expert's Choice
Our many product endorsements provide retail staff and home gardeners with the
confidence to use and recommend Neutrog products.

Share your stories with us
Do you have a gardening story you'd like to share? Please feel free to get in touch with us
- we love hearing from our fellow gardening community!

Our Products
Learn more about the incredible range of
home gardening products available from
Neutrog

Our Stockists
Find out where you can get your hands
on Neutrog products
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