Welcome to our September

Commercial Newsletter
An exciting spring season lies ahead for the Neutrog team, as we've been busy
developing new products, conducting new trials, welcoming distinguished guests and
celebrating the success of many of our esteemed customers.
In this issue we cover:
• An update on Neutrog's latest product trials
• Professor Brajesh Singh from Sydney University's visit to Neutrog HQ
• The beautiful gardens of UKARIA Cultural Centre
• The growing global demand for SA carob
• Grower of the Year, Scott Samwell
• Depth Charger, our new product currently under development
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Update on Neutrog's Latest Product Trials
Dr Uwe Trials Litterbugs with Adelaide University
This month, we are putting our latest product, Litterbugs, to the test with help from
our friends at the University of Adelaide.
The trial began on September 3rd in the School of Animal and Veterinary Sciences.
Working with Associate Professor Kapil Chousalkar, our in-house microbiologist, Dr
Uwe Stroeher, will be conducting a six week trial to see how effective Litterbugs is at
reducing the level of ammonia present in chicken coops.
In the poultry industry, ammonia production presents a major environmental and
health hazard for animals and workers. High levels of this gas have a detrimental
effect on chicken health, which can lead to livestock loss and reduced output (i.e.
lower body weight). The level of ammonia can become so toxic for chickens that it
puts them at a higher risk of respiratory diseases, bacterial diseases, conjunctivitis,
foot blisters and even pneumonia.
As part of their research, Dr Uwe and Professor Chousalkar will replicate a chicken
shed and give the chickens every chance to survive. One control group of chickens
will be raised as per normal, while one test group will have their coops sprayed with
Litterbugs in order to reduce the amount of ammonia present. Both groups will be
treated under the same conditions, with the same shelter and food.
The trial aims to test Litterbugs’ ability to reduce ammonia and possibly other
pathogens found in chickens and the chicken raising process. Through our work with
the School of Animal and Veterinary Sciences, we hope to establish Litterbugs’ level
of safety and increase chicken health by making the birds more resilient to infection.
The trial continues into October, and we look forward to sharing the results.
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Associate Professor Kapil Chousalkar and Dr Uwe

Rapid Raiser Trials at Brooklyn Point
In March 2018, we commenced our Rapid Raiser pasture trial at Brooklyn Park
Station in the South East. Our Rapid Raiser pellets are being put to the test against
two competitor products to determine how effective organically provided nutrients are
in comparison to soluble inorganically provided nutrients in maintaining a productive
pasture base, maintaining soil fertility and producing dry matter.
Although this trial is still in its early stages, the first results are now in and they have
delivered exactly as we had hoped!
We visited the station in late August to measure a range of parameters, including soil
microbial activity, pasture composition and tissue testing on clover. We also
determined the amount of dry feed produced.
So far, the application of Neutrog’s 125 kg/Ha of Rapid Raiser showed comparable
results in both dry feed and pasture composition to the control application. The
overall ground coverage of the pasture was 96% and 97% respectively, indicating
that the germination and growth in both areas was equivalent.
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An analysis of clover tissue samples revealed slightly higher levels of nitrogen,
potassium and phosphate from the area treated with Rapid Raiser pellets compared
to the control region.
Our next report will contain the results of whether microbial activity was influenced by
the addition of Rapid Raiser pellets.

Tim Prance (Rural Consultant) with Dr Uwe looking at clover tissue samples
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Above: Professor Brajesh Singh, Angus Irwin and Dr Uwe Stroeher

Professor Brajesh Singh from Sydney University
Visits Neutrog HQ
Last month, we were honoured to have a visit from Western Sydney University’s
Professor Brajesh Singh.
Professor Singh is a highly respected and internationally recognised academic in the
field of microbial ecology. His research centers around functional microbial ecology,
climate change and environmental biotechnology, with a particular focus on the role
microbes play in ecosystem function and environmental sustainability.
Professor Singh reached out to us to discuss the possibility of collaborating with
Neutrog on projects regarding beneficial soil microbes and how these maybe used in
a range of Neutrog products. Professor Singh spent considerable time with Dr Uwe
Stroeher, our in-house microbiologist, discussing the potential that beneficial soil
microbes can impart to plant and soil health. This ranged from soil microbes, capable
of liberating phosphate to bacteria, and soil fungi which secrete plant growth
promoting hormones.
During his visit to Neutrog HQ in Kanmantoo, we were delighted to show Professor
Singh through our grounds and facilities, including the GoGo Juice brewing lab. He
was particularly impressed with the manner in which materials are processed and our
awareness of the importance of maintaining microbial diversity.
Professor Singh and his team of researchers have spent many years working and
testing bacterial and fungal isolates for their potential benefits in plant health. His
team has progressed this work from laboratory testing to green house trials and they
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have now identified microbes which display the ability to enhance plant nutrient
uptake and health. Professor Singh has kindly agreed to act in an advisory role with
Neutrog. We believe that combining Professor Singh and Dr Uwe’s expertise, with
Neutrog’s resources, that there is major potential for a successful collaboration. We
are excited to see where these projects lead in the near future.

Professor Singh toured the GoGo Juice brewing lab and was introduced to our proprietary
Poultus™ system
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The Hills are Alive at UKARIA Cultural Centre
Perched on a picturesque hillside on the Ngeringa property just outside Mount Barker
in the Adelaide Hills, the UKARIA Cultural Centre is a one-of-a-kind arts and music
centre, hosting concerts for acclaimed Australian and international artists in an aweinspiring setting.
Equal parts beautiful and innovative, UKARIA has a fascinating history. In 1985,
Ulrike Klein AO co-founded the acclaimed skin care label, Jurlique after identifying
the pristine natural environment of the Adelaide Hills presented the ideal conditions
to grow roses, lavender, chamomile and calendula.
A passionate music lover, Klein began the Jurlique Herb Farm concert series at her
Ngeringa property in the mid-1990s. In 2014, the modest concert room was
demolished and replaced with a magnificent 220-seat concert hall purpose built for
chamber music. The state of the art and environmentally sustainable UKARIA
Cultural Centre, which opened in August 2015, was funded by the Klein Family and
built on what was once the Jurlique Farm.
The garden itself is a sight to behold. Spread over three acres, there are multiple
entry points that pass through native flora, lavender and other aromatic herbs. You’ll
also find some of the original roses from the Jurlique show garden. Large sculptures,
a dry stone labyrinth, shady trees and a water feature complement the idyllic setting,
adding to the experience of guests when they attend concerts or events on this
remarkable property.
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Photo by Dylan Henderson

UKARIA also boasts its very own kitchen garden, where organic leafy vegetables,
edible flowers and a variety of herbs such as parsley, thyme and chives are freshly
picked for use in the dishes served onsite.
Neutrog is proud to have played a small hand in the ongoing vitality of this majestic
garden, with the UKARIA team using Seamungus and Sudden Impact for Roses to
fertilise parts of the garden.
Since opening in 2015, UKARIA has doubled the size of its cultural program, which
attracts an ever-increasing number of international artists. Their 2018 concert series
has been especially successful, with over 80 per cent of concerts selling out, firmly
ensuring UKARIA as a premium destination for chamber music in Australia
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Above: Jam and Michael Jolley amongst their 18 year old Ceratonia Siliqua orchard

Global Demand Grows for SA Carob Growers
When Michael and Jam Jolley hand planted a carob orchard 18 years ago, they
could never have predicted just how successful the crop would be; today they have
6,000 grafted trees all producing carob. Their product is now in demand globally, and
has resulted in their company, The Australian Carob Co, exporting carob to seven
countries worldwide.
Unable to afford hired machinery in 2000, the couple hand planted the trees on a 76acre property in Booborowie near Burra, South Australia. It took a decade for the first
carob pods to show, but the wait was well worth it, with the orchard now thriving in its
eight year of production. Each year, the crop is harvested in March/April and
processed onsite after being left to dry out naturally. State-of-the-art machinery is
used to kibble, roast and mill the carob before the finished product is packaged and
sent off to wholesalers, manufacturers and retail stores Australia wide and
internationally.
Carob from The Australian Carob Co is organic and non-GMO certified, earning a
reputation as the best quality carob in the world. It is now exported to the USA,
Canada, Singapore, Japan, India, South Korea and most recently, France, where it is
being used as a healthy alternative to chocolate for use in making snacks, bread,
beverages and a range of deserts.
Michael and Jam have used Neutrog products in the past, getting particularly
effective results from Rapid Raiser, which helped their crops show growth in both
trees and yield. The couple attest their success to the 18-year start they got ahead of
the market. This year, they expect to harvest up to 400 tonnes of carob to keep on
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top of the ever-growing demand for their premium product. The Australian Carob
Co carob powder, carob syrup and carob kibble nibbles can be found at selected
stockists throughout Australia.

Carob pods maturing on the tree. The green pods are still maturing while the brown pods are ready
for harvest.

Product of the
Month
Our product of the month
this September goes to
Rapid Raiser, a unique
blend of organic materials
specifically formulated for
all your fertilising needs. A
highly concentrated
natural product, Rapid
Raiser also promotes
faster, healthier, sustained
growth for all plants, while
encouraging development
of earthworm and
microbial activity.

Read More
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Luke Samwell, Scott Samwell and Deborah Samwell. Photo by Andrew Beveridge/AUSVEG.

Veggie Innovation Leads to Grower of the Year in National
Awards
If you think brussels sprouts are one of the more unglamorous veggies, it may be
time to re-think your opinion. One Adelaide Hills farmer is putting this nutritious
superfood back on the map, and his hard work is paying off.
In June, Scott Samwell of Eastbrook Farms took out the prestigious title of Grower of
the Year at the horticultural industry’s National Awards for Excellence in Brisbane.
The award is designed to celebrate an innovative grower who is outstanding across
all aspects of production and actively contributing to the broader industry. Scott, who
is a third generation vegetable grower for his family business, couldn’t fit this
description more perfectly.
Eastbrook Farms was established in 1949 and remains family run to this day. Today,
the farm focuses purely on the humble brussel sprout, which has allowed the team to
experiment with many different varieties. As a result of ongoing trials, Scott
developed the kalette, a brand new hybrid vegetable that combines the best flavours
of brussels sprouts and kale.
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Eastbrook Farms' Kalettes. Photo by Andrew Beveridge/AUSVEG.

Scott’s kalettes took 16 years in the making and became the first new vegetable to
be developed within Australia in over a decade. This exciting new veggie was
developed using traditional hybridisation techniques from seeds developed by British
company, Tozer Seeds, and delivers a great taste that’s less intense than traditional
brussels sprouts and not as bitter as kale.
Scott was delighted by the win, and hopes this recognition will help spread the word
about Eastbrook’s kalettes and another new product, Red Darling Sprouts, to a wider
audience. These products have already been featured on popular TV shows
like MasterChef, Landline and Everyday Gourmet with Justine Schofield, and Scott
hopes to keep the market growing to make all Australians aware of these delicious
and versatile new veggies.
Eastbrook Farms’ major focus is on cementing themselves as producers of
consistently high quality, sustainable produce year in, year out. Scott said, “Reducing
waste, improving production, and keeping quality consistent throughout the whole
season – that’s what we aim for.”
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New Product Currently Under Development
At Neutrog HQ, we've been busy working on a brand new product. Depth Charger is
a biologically active product designed to breakdown stubble and thatch via the action
of microbes. It contains a specialised cocktail of naturally occurring microbes which
have been isolated and grown to breakdown fibrous cellulose material. This exciting
new product is currently being trialled by our commercial growers, so stay tuned for
more info in the near future!

Neutrog Radio
Listen to Dr Uwe as he
dishes the dirt on
gardening and soil
microbiology on 2GB and
FIVEaa.

Neutrog TV
Check out
Neutrog's latest
TV appearances
and video clips.

