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Government House, Tasmania
Caring for this unique garden is the
culmination of a lifelong passion.
Completing a mature age apprenticeship
in horticulture after a short stint in the
Navy, Steve worked in the industry
gaining skills and expertise before landing
what he describes as his ‘dream job’.
Steve and a team of five manage not
only the gardens and grounds but
oversee beef cattle and chickens, a
vineyard, olive grove, numerous fruit
and nut trees and a huge vegetable and
flower picking garden.
A large citrus grove is fully utilised and
benefits from regular applications of
Gyganic Fruit and Citrus food.
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Standing at the front of Government
House Tasmania, it is easy to see why
the forefathers of Hobart chose this site.
Quite simply – the view is stunning.
From its prominent position on Pavilion
Point you can see across the Derwent
River to the Tasman Bridge and the hills
and homes beyond.
Construction of Government House
began in 1855 from the design of colonial
architect, William Porden Kay. It is an early
example of neo-Gothic style and is one
of the largest in Australia. Much of the
sandstone used was quarried on site and
the two quarry sites are now the most

magnificent ornamental lakes. Other
than the addition of a conservatory in
1991 this beautiful house remains as it
was originally built.
The extensive grounds and gardens cover
an area of 15 hectares. It is understood
that the gardens were laid out by William
Thomas under the guidelines of William
Porden Kay’s design. Again, the grounds
and gardens have retained the integrity
of the original layout - and what a
garden it is.
For the last 24 years, the custodian of
the gardens has been Garden Supervisor,
Steve Percival.
Garden Supervisor, Steve Percival

Steve finds it encourages an abundance of
flowers which means plenty of fruit, but
even more importantly, enhanced quality
and flavour. The planting and harvesting
in the fruit and vegetable gardens is
carefully managed and timed to provide
produce for banquets and functions
hosted at Government House.
Similarly the flowers grown allow a
plethora of choices for the housekeeping
staff to utilise in the house and regular
applications of Seamungus, GOGO Juice
and Sudden Impact for Roses keep them
in tip-top shape. The staff use a beautiful
old cottage which looks out over the fruit
and flower gardens; a picturesque spot to
enjoy the view over lunch. (cont’d next page)
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(cont’d from previous page)

Government House Tasmania

As to be expected with grand homes there are plenty
of expanses of lawn and formal hedging. Behind the
formal box hedges are all sorts of fabulous ornamental
shrubs and perennials. The peonies in particular are a
standout; the incredible size, colour and form of these
beauties is breathtaking. Kahoona has been Steve’s
food of choice for these lovelies, with the team feeding
them in autumn and again in spring to increase the
flowering time.

Along with the sea of colour there are the ever present
trees of grandeur - pines, oaks and poplars, just to
name a few. Steve’s research suggests that the avenue
of stately oaks may have been established in the 1840’s, pre-dating the house.

prev

Government House Tasmania is open monthly for tours of the state rooms, grounds and
gardens. As it is situated right next door to the Royal Tasmanian Botanic Gardens, what
further reason do you need for a visit? www.govhouse.tas.gov.au

Passion for the Paw
Angus Stewart’s
favourite native
fertiliser is Bush
Tucker of course,
but did you
know that his
favourite native
plant is the
Kangaroo Paw?

Landscape Violet suits most soils and
produces masses of beautiful subtle
shades of smokey-purple to almost white
flowers on violet stems from spring
through summer. These plants grow well
in sun or partial shade in garden beds or
containers and will attract birds to the
garden who love to perch on the long
stems as they feed on the nectar.

Angus’ love of these distinctly Australian
natives has become his passion, leading
to years of intense experimenting and
breeding. At a month long Kangaroo Paw
Celebration held at the Royal Botanic
Garden Cranbourne, Angus introduced
Anigozanthos ‘Landscape Violet’ as the
newest addition to his ‘Tall and Tough’
Kangaroo Paw range.

As it is a fast grower, Landscape Violet
needs some feeding with Bush Tucker
and watering through the warm months
to reduce plant stress. If the leaves do
become damaged from old age or
extreme weather, the affected growth
is simply cut down close to the ground
so the plant can reshoot from the
underground rhizome.

gardeningwithangus.com.au

This new hardy and fast growing cultivar
has strong, vigorous foliage – hailed as
possibly the cleanest of any kangaroo
paw, as it is not subject to the same
degree of foliage blackening of other
varieties.

One of the last stages of the growing trials
prior to the release of Landscape Violet
included the distribution of seedlings to
a number of native experts including the
horticultural staff at the Royal Botanic
Garden Cranbourne. Bush Tucker has been
trialled on a number of native plants at the
Garden and was also used when the
seedlings were planted in both beds and
containers with extremely
positive results. More
about the Bush
Tucker trials at
Cranbourne
in a future
newsletter
edition.
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Ingenuity saves the day at
Morwell Centenary Rose Garden
Neutrog are great fans of the Morwell
Centenary Rose Garden in the Latrobe
Valley, eastern Victoria. A Rose Garden
of international significance, the four
acres of public gardens are landscaped
with exotic and native trees, manicured
lawns and over 100 beds planted with
3000 roses including 400 varieties.
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This community project is a continuing
work undertaken by the ‘Friends of the
Rose Garden’ volunteers and support
from sponsors and the Latrobe City
Council. Later this year the Garden will
celebrate its 25th year, having opened to
the public in 1992.
The garden was established on a disused
former railway cutting site and soil
imported from wherever it could be
obtained at the time was found to be of
varying quality.
This has led to a number of challenges
and over the years the Latrobe City
Council and the Friends group have
been using a range of Neutrog products
including Seamungus to improve soil
and plant health. GOGO Juice has also
been added as a pro-biotic and soil
improver, adding beneficial bacteria to
all planted beds.

Due to the size of the garden, hand
delivered watering cans became a Work
Health and Safety concern and a solution
was sought so that GOGO Juice could be
applied more often; the goal was every 6
weeks on a rotating schedule.
One of the volunteers has a magnificent
large garden with many roses and her
farmer husband had solved her challenge
of spraying GOGO Juice over the large
area by using his tractor, pulling a trailer
complete with tank, pump, hose and
trigger gun. The Friends of the Rose
Garden are thrilled that after much
discussion, research and trials, a
submission for a community grant was
successful and they are now the proud
owners of their own 200 litre GOGO Juice
tank and applicator system.
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Carl Ellefsen and driver, John Matthews show how easy it is now to apply GOGO Juice to the 100 rose beds.

The trigger gun is pointed to the soil
around each rose bush and 2 ½ litres
is delivered in seconds, saving time
(and backs!) and utilising just two or three
volunteers to complete the task. The
ride-on mower and trailer will also be used

every week by the volunteers to lighten
the load for the many physical tasks
involved in the garden including moving
mulch and soil, the ongoing dead heading
and the autumn Sudden Impact for Roses
application over the coming weeks.

Mailbox
I wanted to take the time to extend
both my compliments and gratitude
for producing such a high quality range of
products. I am a super keen gardener and
became aware of your range listening to
radio 5aa, quite a while back. Your Sudden
Impact for Roses is fantastic and I have
recently discovered Seamungus. I find it to
be invaluable. Great products. I tell everyone
at my local community garden how
excellent your range is. Thanks for providing
a local product I can trust!
With kind regards, Dani, SA

online
store
Autumn is the
time to feed
your roses
and flowering
plants. Try our
Rose Lovers
Sample Pack
from the online
store.

Healthy, happy plants snapped at Dani’s Community Garden
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And here’s an email we received
from Al about his experience of
Sudden Impact for Roses:

We’d love to hear of your gardening successes. Send your comments for us to share
with other gardeners. Photos welcome! info@neutrog.com.au

I had an old standard ‘Double Delight’
that was for all intended purposes
dead, except for one tiny shoot (about 10
mm on the dry old bark). For an experiment
I thought I’d try and save it, and I now
have a nice smallish bush producing quite
a number of beautiful blooms and
still expanding.

From little things
big things grow!
Click to listen to Matt from
Lawnporn chatting to
Graham Ross on the
Garden Clinic Show, about
where his passion for lawn
began and the facebook page that has
grown in just a few months to over 25,000
lawn fans. It seems he recommends his
followers ‘Get their lawn on’ by using
Sudden Impact for Lawns!

Q&A with Dr Uwe
At higher temperatures the
microbes die more quickly. Some
are more sensitive to heat stress
than others, for example microbes
which form spores i.e. bacillus
species, can be extremely resistant
to both heat and drying, whereas
the nitrogen fixing bacteria will die
more quickly. Having said all that,
it is very difficult to kill all of the
microbes in GOGO Juice.
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Q:
A:

As GOGO Juice has live
micro-organisms what is
the shelf life?
GOGO Juice is prepared in
such a way as to effectively
put the microbes into ‘stasis’ and
they are not biologically active until
diluted and applied to soil or other
substrates.
Even under ideal storage conditions,
over time the number and perhaps
more importantly the diversity of
the bacteria in GOGO Juice reduces,
and is in many ways dependent on
the storage conditions.

We have recently tested some of
our very early batches stored over
a long period and they were found
to be biologically active with good
levels of bug numbers and diversity
still present.
For optimal
performance,
store GOGO
Juice out of
direct sunlight
and where
possible, away
from extremes in
temperature.

Do you have any feedback or questions about our products?
Send to info@neutrog.com.au

Photography: Daniel Shipp

Collectors’ Plant Fair
So many great plants never make it into garden
centres; they might be hard to propagate,
slow to grow, unsuited to large-scale
commercial horticulture or they may simply
have fallen out of favour. For whatever reason
they are rare and unusual in the commercial
world, it is these treasures that are celebrated
at events like the annual Collectors’ Plant Fair.

offer the largest range of plant material
anywhere in Australia. For the first time a
‘Flower Show’ has been added and visitors
are invited to show off their gardening talents
with an entry from their garden.

Last year the Fair said a fond farewell to its
founders who built it from just a seed of an idea
over a decade ago. The baton has now been
passed to a committee of plant lovers
determined to uphold the integrity, passion
and generous spirit of the Fair, enabling it to
continue as a treasured Australian garden event.
After outgrowing its first home, the autumn
event has been held for the past few years at
the Hawkesbury Race Club in Clarendon, NSW,
allowing more specialist nurseries to show their
wares, and more gardeners to find them. This
year’s event will be held on the weekend of the
8-9th April and with more than 70 growers it will

The Collectors’ Plant Fair is an opportunity for
plant lovers to discover rare and unusual plants,
meet growers, soak up expert advice and to
take a treasure home.
For more information head to the Collectors’
Plant Fair website.
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Composting:
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Fruit Trees:
Established citrus trees will benefit from a good application of Gyganic for Fruit
and Citrus now. Apply to pre-soaked soil at 100g per tree, increasing with size to a
maximum of 500g for very large trees. Spread right out to the edge of the dripline
and water in well. Citrus grown in containers require less. Avoid contact with the foliage
and water in well. Keep the rest of your fruit trees happy as they prepare to shut down
for winter by applying Rapid Raiser together with GOGO Juice for best results.

Vegetables & Herbs:

Natives:

Prepare garden beds for autumn planting using Rooster Booster or Seamungus
at 100gm per sq metre. Once planted, follow up with GOGO Juice as it has
a wonderful synergy with organic matter - the beneficial bacteria in GOGO
Juice helps break this down, making the nutrients available to the plants.
Now is the time to plant Broad beans, Beetroot, Cabbage, Carrot, Spinach,
Leek, Onion, Parsnip and Swede.

Check if they need a tidy and light trim and feed with Bush Tucker.

Flowering Plants:

Apply Sudden Impact for Lawns to all non-flowering plants as the ratio of nitrogen
and potassium is ideal for promoting growth. Trim hedges and apply Sudden Impact
for Lawns at 50gms per sqm.

Camellia sasanqua are now in flower – keep them healthy with an application
of Seamungus. Feed your Camellia japonica with Kahoona, as now is the
time they are setting their buds ready for winter flowering. Feed hellebores as
they prepare for winter flowering – Sudden Impact for Roses is ideal. Protect
new water shoots and remove any suckers on rose bushes. Regularly remove
spent blooms and apply Sudden Impact for Roses every 6-8 weeks - you’ll
enjoy lots of autumn flowers and have healthy plants once winter arrives.
Consider what you would like to plant this winter and order bare-rooted roses
and bulbs now. Prepare new beds by digging through Seamungus and
compost. Place your orchids in a sunnier position as the weather cools down
and feed with Strike Back for Orchids pellets or liquid.

Visit our Online Store
for Trial Packs,
Sample Packs and
‘From The Ground
Up’ Books.

Lawns:
Check if your lawn appears compacted. If so, aerate with a fork or lawn aerator.
Apply Sudden Impact for Lawns or Blade Runner and water deeply for amazing results.
Hedges, Ferns, Palms & Conifers:

start

Now is the time to take cuttings of hardwood plants, succulents, fuchsias etc.
Dip cutings into diluted GOGO Juice or add it to your propogating mix to
stimulate growth.

Neutrog Australia Pty Ltd
288 Mine Road, Kanmantoo
South Australia 5252
T (08) 8538 3500
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Like humans and animals, plants require
regular feeding throughout the year –
at least once in each season.
Happy, healthy, well nourished plants
are more resistant to pests, diseases,
heat stress and frost.

Collect autumn leaves and add them to your compost heap. Apply GOGO Juice
as it assists in breaking the compost down beautifully.

