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Margaret from Bonnells Bay, NSW, has 
been trialling Bush Tucker in her garden. 
Using plants of the same age, and 
planted in the same area, she applied 
Bush Tucker monthly to one plant 
leaving the other plant as the control. 

Photos were taken in October when 
Bush Tucker was first applied and the 
second photo taken in January for 
comparison. Very clearly the plant on the 
right has had more vigorous growth 
over the 3 month trial and is well ahead 
of the control plant in health and size.

“I have been trialling ‘Bush Tucker’ with 
monthly applications on five pairs of 
native plants. I can see that the plants 
given the Bush Tucker are already 
growing better than those that missed 
out. I am anxious now to end the trial 
so that I can apply Bush Tucker to all my 
native plants and see them all thrive.”

Margaret

Bush Tucker is a complete, organic based 
boosted fertiliser, specifically developed to 
meet the specialised needs of all Australian 
native plants.

Utilising a unique process, trace elements have 
been added to lock up phosphorus, making 
Bush Tucker ideal for even the most phosphorus 
sensitive plants such as Grevilleas, Banksias and 
Proteas.

Bush Tucker is currently being trialled by the 
Botanic Gardens Adelaide and Wittunga, the 
Urrbrae Campus of Tafe SA, the Commonwealth 
Golf Club in Victoria, and numerous native plant 
nurseries around Australia including State Flora 
in South Australia. Also busy trialling in their 
home gardens are members of specialist native 
groups including the Australian Plant Society.

Bush Tucker has been travelling to retailers 
across the country for its autumn release.  
Ask for it at your local nursery, garden 
centre or hardware store.

bush tucker triaL upDate

Angus Stewart

Eremophila Thunderbolt
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Bush Tucker set for Autumn release!

See the new Bush Tucker brochure here. 

http://neutrog.com.au/assets/Brochure-PDFs/Home-Garden-PDFs/Neutrog-Bush-Tucker-A4-Brochure.pdf
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Although it isn’t likely that a plant would normally be fed 300g per square metre, this was 
done as part of the trials on phosphorus sensitive plants to see if there would be any 
adverse reactions. The Grevillea Poorinda Royal Mantle not only survived – they thrived!

This authoritative and practical book, 
focuses on growing and using native plants  
for the home garden and is filled with 
expert advice and practical tips on how  
to use native plants exclusively, or mixed 
with your favourite imported varieties. 

Each chapter of this practical guide provides 
expert information on the fundamentals 
needed to create a native garden and 
include design, layout and structure, garden 
styles, soil and planting techniques, 
propagation and fire considerations. 
Integrating natives into a range of landscape 
styles and a profile of more than 150 plant 
varieties are also featured.

Angus Stewart says “The Australian Native 
Garden has been written with a national 
audience in mind and it includes cultivated 
landscapes as well as gardens from every state and territory of Australia. The full colour 
cultivar section shows readers how to choose plants suited to their climate and soil type.”

A.B. Bishop adds “while researching this book we noticed that people are using native 
plants in their gardens for an array of reasons; gardens designed with fauna in mind often 
look more relaxed, while plant-lover’s gardens are simply bursting with native beauties.  
So we hope the ideas in this book will inspire others to give natives a go.”

Angus Stewart is Australia’s leading native plant expert and professional horticulturalist 
who has spent a lifetime working on and breeding Australian plants to make them more 
gardener-friendly. He is a presenter on ABC TV’s Gardening Australia. A.B. Bishop began 
her horticultural career as a landscape designer before becoming a researcher for ABC TV’s 
Gardening Australia. She writes regularly for The Age.

New book released!  
The Australian Native Garden  
by Angus Stewart and A.B. Bishop

Angus Stewart has been doing trials of his own on a range of native plants including  
a number of phosphorus-sensitive varieties. Here is one of his photos.
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per sqm

300g 
per sqm
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On a visit to the Adelaide Botanic  
Garden, Horticultural Curator Andy Hart 
was discussing the different turf areas  
he manages, with Neutrog company 
representative, Paul. 

Paul is mad about turf and especially proud  
of the lawn he has nurtured at his own 
house. Get him ‘talking turf’ and he is in  
his element!

Andy mentioned a problem area that he had 
tried to improve without success. The large 
grassed area is a well-used public space and 
host to weddings so it had to look its best. 
Although the Botanic Gardens of South 
Australia use Neutrog products in a number 
of different areas, Andy had not yet tried 
Sudden Impact for Lawns. 

Paul took a couple of photos and organised  
a few bags to be delivered for trial, before 
returning four weeks later to see the results. 
The ‘before’ and ‘after’ shots speak for 
themselves!

Needless to say, Andy is 
pretty pleased with how 
quickly the whole area 
has responded, after 
only one application.

Now is the perfect time 
to feed your lawns with 
Sudden Impact for 
Lawns.

Around the Grounds
Before

After, with 
Sudden Impact 
for Lawns

GOGO Juice is literally teeming 
with beneficial microbiology and 
is essentially a pro-biotic for soils 
and plants.

The naturally selected microbes 
have been proliferated utilising 
complex carbohydrates and sugars 
through a unique aerobic brewing 
system in which kelp, seaweed, fish, 

humic acid and manure have been 
digested by the beneficial bacteria.

The resultant liquid product will supply 
your soil and plants with a huge boost 
of the living micro-biology necessary 
for them to perform at their optimum 
level, increasing their ability to resist 
pest and disease and to withstand heat  
and frost stress.

For more information on GOGO Juice  
click here.
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“Microbes support plant health by 
increasing the availability of nutrients, 
enhancing plant root growth, neutralizing 
toxic compounds in the soil, making plants 
more resistant to disease, heat, flooding 
and drought, and deterring  
pathogens and predators.  
Microbes and plants are  
intimate partners in  
virtually every life process.”
How Microbes Can 
Help Feed The World
American Academy  
of Microbiology

http://neutrog.com.au/liquid-range/


prev nextThrough personal experience we know that exposed parts of our bodies will quickly suffer 
sun-burn without protection and we will quickly dehydrate without drinking lots of water. 
The rose plant is similar. If the plant loses its foliage which, like clothes, protects its 
branches, its limbs will burn. Once burnt, the stems never recover. They will either die 
completely or only deliver part of the food/water the foliage above the burnt area requires. 
They should therefore be removed when they burn or during the next winter prune. 

Some darker coloured roses may also suffer sun-burnt flowers in the peak of summer. 
Unless supplementary shade is provided this is common and only affects a few flowers.

The next requirement is water. Due to low humidity and high temperatures, both the 
transpiration rate of the rose and the evaporation rate from the soil are very high. 

The first important remedy is the use of mulch. Organic based mulches are the best – 
pasture straws such as cereal crop straw or pea straw are good providing they are free  
of weed seeds and fungal spores. Buy them at a good Garden Centre to ensure they are 
clean. These vary in price depending on what they contain. However, they all assist in 
keeping the ground under your plants cool, reduce evaporation rates and help in weed 
control. They also breakdown, over time, to provide organic nutrients to your soil. A good 
layer of mulch, up to 10cm thick, can reduce your water usage by 40 to 50 percent. In fact, 
what you pay for mulch will save you as much in water bills. 

Assuming the roses are mulched, the established rose 
plant requires 20 litres of water in one application per 
week if the average maximum temperature for the 
next seven days is in the range 20˚C to 30˚C.  If the 
average maximum temperature for the next seven 
days is in the range of 30˚C to 40˚C, the rose will 
require 30 litres of water in one application that week. 
Finally, if the average maximum temperature is 40˚C  
or above, the rose will require 40 litres of water, in two 
applications of 20 litres for the week. Roses in their first 
year may require supplementary water in addition to 
that described above as their roots are not fully 

established and the young plants can dry out more quickly than well-established plants.

Roses in pots should be watered ‘on demand’ as their potting soil dries out. This may 
necessitate watering every second day. Avoid black coloured pots as these absorb more 
heat if exposed to sunlight. Clay and cement pots in light colours or wooden tubs are 
much better for roses. As a guide – the average rose bush in a pot requires a 40 litre 
container or even larger. 

Apart from watering and mulching, the rose requires little other maintenance over the 
summer months as the air is too dry for fungal problems to occur and generally too hot 

for major insect issues.  If these do occur, use organic solutions such as 
eco-oil rather than heavier in-organic sprays. To maintain healthy 
vigorous plants, one fertiliser application of Neutrog Sudden Impact for 
Roses after the first summer flush of flowers is recommended. (If you 
missed this application, feed them now. Otherwise apply again in autumn). 

The final element in a good maintenance regime is to regularly remove 
spent (old) blooms. To guarantee rapid, repeat flowering it is recommended the spent 
bloom and stem it is on are cut back to at least the second five leaflet leaf. A flowering 
shoot will emerge from this leaf axil. If the bloom is plucked off without removing part of 
the stem, the plant may not produce another flowering shoot from this stem. Therefore, 
the light “trim” is recommended.

Compared to most parts of the world that have regular summer rains and higher 
humidity where their roses are subsequently affected by disease – we have it relatively 
easy to grow roses in our hot dry climate. We can therefore have continuous, disease  
free and flourishing roses by following these simple tips.

Happy rose growing, 
Kelvin Trimper

Maintaining 
roses through 
the warmer 
weather

Even as we head towards the end of the 
summer season, most regions in Australia will 
still have some warmer weather for gardens 
to endure. if your roses are looking a bit worse 
for wear, take some time to give them some 
tLC and follow these warmer weather tips 
from rose expert, Kelvin trimper. 
Kelvin is the President of the World Federation 
of Rose Societies, Past President of the 
national Rose Society of Australia and Life 
Member of the Rose Society of SA. 

Photo by M.Trimper

this is an edited version of an article first published in SAGardens Magazine.
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Mailbox
“I bought a bottle of your GOGO Juice a 
couple of weeks ago and I want to tell you,  
I am in love! The results so far have blown me 
away. One of my more established Desert 
Roses suffered from root rot (now healed)  
and has had yellow spotted leaves for quite  
a while, even on new growth. It seemed to 
have stopped growing as well. Obviously a 
sign of soil deficiency. Since giving it a dose  
of your product, it’s started growing again.

“Just thought I would send you a couple of photos showing before and after pictures of using Neutrog Sudden Impact for Lawns.  
Note the patchy sections of the lawn showing a loss of colour and the lack of dense growth in the lawn prior to using Sudden Impact  
for Lawns. A great product and one that I will definitely be using in future!“ Lawrence Zammit, Rose Society of NSW - Illawarra Region

P.S. I now know that a ‘Classic Fescue’ lawn does not do well in the Illawarra as they prefer a cold climate. However, as you can see, it is 
possible to get good results with a bit of TLC and obviously using a great fertiliser product.

Neutrog Australia Pty Ltd
288 Mine Road, Kanmantoo
South Australia 5252
T  (08) 8538 3500
F  (08) 8538 3522
E  info@neutrog.com.au
W  neutrog.com.au 

Visit our Online Store
for Trial Packs, 

Sample Packs and 
‘From The Ground 

Up’ Books.

Garden  
ground 
work

Fruit Trees: Feed all stonefruit trees  
with Gyganic for Fruit and Citrus to 
encourage new growth. Make sure all  
fruit trees including citrus have a regular 
supply of water. This will reduce the risk  
of fruit splitting and improve fruit and 
flower development.

I’ve attached a photo. You can clearly see  
the yellow spotting on the older leaves and  
that the newer leaves are perfect. I had used 
several different fertilisers before this and none 
of them made a difference. I have already 
recommended your GOGO Juice to the 
members of the Desert Rose group I am  
part of. I wish I had taken a before and  
after photo to show you, but I never  
expected the results I’ve got!

Thank you for everything you’ve done  
to create such a wonderful product.”

Terri - Mackay, Queensland
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http://www.neutrog.com.au/join-the-pooh-bah-club/
https://www.facebook.com/Neutrog.Fertilisers
www.neutrog.com.au
http://www.neutrog.com.au/onlinestore/

