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Petaluma

Petaluma was founded in 1976 with a focussed objective to produce ultra-premium
wines by carefully selecting the best sites within a particular Australian region suited to
that chosen variety, thus creating the concept of Petaluma’s ‘distinguished vineyards’.
Underpinning this objective is the belief of
the winemaking and viticulturist team in the
merit and lineage of wines created from one
provenance. The team see themselves as
‘custodians of the vineyards’, believing that if
the vineyards are great and the winemaking
responsive, the wines will be outstanding.
Petaluma’s ‘distinguished vineyard’ sites are
in three of South Australia’s premier wine
regions – the Adelaide Hills, Clare Valley and
Coonawarra.
Petaluma recognised the potential of the
Piccadilly Valley and Mt Barker regions for
premium grape growing in the Adelaide
Hills, and as a result were the first to plant in
the region. Tucked in behind Mt Lofty, the
Piccadilly Valley is the coolest viticultural
region in the Adelaide Hills.

The now 30 year old vineyards are relatively
steep, face North and East to receive the full
benefit of the warming early mornings and
produce delicate Chardonnay flavours with
high natural acidity. The cooler aspects are
utilised for the production of Pinot Noir for
Petaluma’s sparkling wine Croser. The Mt
Barker vineyard was
planted from 1992 in
the sandy loam soils
of the warm western
flank of the Mt Barker
summit. Underlying
micaceous granitic
schist geology is
ideal in taming the
inherently vigorous
Shiraz variety.

The Hanlin Hill vineyard in the Clare Valley
was planted in 1968 on the Eastern hills.
The slate geology and climate of the site
are perfect for the production of the highest
quality Riesling with a backbone of high
natural acidity and intense rich lime flavours
found in Petaluma Riesling.
In Coonawarra, the Evans vineyard was
planted in 1968 and lies in the heart of
Coonawarra’s famous Terra Rossa red clay
over limestone soils. These free-draining
soils and the moderating influence of the
cold Southern Ocean on the climate region
produces elegant and long-lived Cabernet
Sauvignon and Merlot wines.
(cont’d next page)
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Petaluma Vineyards
(cont’d from page 1)
All vineyards are managed with total
dedication to allowing the best inherent
expression of the vineyard sites in handcrafted wines, including hand tendering
vines from pruning through to harvest,
and protecting and enhancing soil health.
Physical and nutritional properties are
continually monitored. Soil biological
health is an active area of interest.
Petaluma has been using Neutrog Bounce
Back for many years as one of the
management options in the maintenance
and improvement of soil health. They
continue to see the long term benefit in
vineyard performance and therefore
maximising the expression of the site in
the wines.
Petaluma’s wines from all regions are
available for tasting and sale at their cellar
door and award winning restaurant –
Petaluma’s Bridgewater Mill in the
Adelaide Hills, as well as fine wine shops
and restaurants throughout Australia.
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Special 1 for 1
free Offer!!

organic
matters
The ‘Just Try It’ branding by-line was
introduced to reflect Neutrog’s
philosophy that you simply can’t
compare organic based fertilisers
against their chemical counterparts
utilising conventional NPK
methodology alone.

This offer is currently available for new
viticulture customers and a separate offer is
now also available for existing customers.
For more details on our Special Viticulture
Offers contact your preferred distributor
or call Neutrog on freecall 1800 65 66 44.

Neutrog Organic Fertilisers not only
supply organic matter directly to the
soil, but more significantly, provide the
catalyst for stimulating the natural
processes that occur in the soil,
generating even greater levels of
organic matter. In building your organic
matter levels, it is the quality of the
input, not the quantity that counts.
Organic matter aids in the retention of
nutrients in the soil and helps regulate
their uniform uptake by plants. The only
way to judge this for yourself is to
‘Just try it’.
Tree crops such as Silver Birch and Elder
flower are maintained in perennial groves
as permanent crops.
Compost is made on site using hay that is
also grown on site – this is used on the
production areas as the main method of
fertilising the soil, and is applied prior to
planting. The compost application also aids
in maintaining good microbiological
activity in the soil, which in turn helps the
plants grow strong, healthy and be more
resilient to disease infestations.

Well known around the globe for its earth-friendly
and luxurious skin care products, Jurlique is on a
mission “to produce the purest most effective skin
care through nature, science and innovation”.
Jurlique’s farm combines traditional
biodynamic and modern organic
production methods with a drip irrigation
system to create efficient, productive and
sustainable outputs. The farm produces
high crop yields while simultaneously
looking after the soil and its fertility with a
combination of green manure cropping,
biodynamic preparations and compost
made on-farm.

The herb production area comprises of 28
acres which is used to grow annual and
perennial crops,which are harvested at the
optimal time and air dried on site. Jurlique
uses a 2 in 6 year rotation, which allows the
soil to rejuvenate between crops of the
same family before being planted again.
Legumes and cereals are planted as cover
crops every year to increase organic matter
in the soil.

Marc Intervera, Horticultural Specialist at
Jurlique says “We have found that adding
500kg/ha of Seamungus as a side dressing
mid-way through the cropping season has
aided us to maximise our yields in a way
that complements our biodynamic
production methods.
The Seamungus is a
good source of
supplementary
nutrients for our
crops. We’ve found
the pelleted form
very easy to use and
apply either by hand
for our smaller crops
or with a mechanical
spreader for our
larger crops”.
More information about Jurlique can be
viewed at www.jurlique.com.au
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Paul Pippos
Orchard Fruits Nursery
After selling their first stone fruit tree in 1968, Arthur and Ann Pippos purchased their
first fruit property in 1970. Fifteen years later they moved to Pyap near Loxton in SA, and
developed a vine grafting nursery. The business supplied grafted trees and undertook
contract grafting and re-working of orchards and vineyards around the Riverland area.
The business expanded over the years to
include local, interstate and international
customers. To cater for this expansion as
well as the fast developing vine industry,
the family moved again to Kingsbury Road
in Loxton, and re-named the business
Orchard Fruits Nursery. In 1999 the nursery
began providing bare rooted, potted citrus
and stone fruit of many varieties, including
roses and other ornamentals. Currently
managed by Paul Pippos, the nursery is
continually evolving to cater for an everchanging market.
Consumer demand has dictated that the
focus of the nursery in recent years has
been on the propagation of almonds, with
Nemaguard and Hybrid root stocks in high
demand. There is also an increasing demand
for stone fruit, in particular apricots, which
Paul is incorporating into his planning by

sourcing suitable rootstocks to grow out
ready for grafting.
The process of growing the grafted trees is
done entirely on site – from propagation
and planting of seedlings, to grafting,
harvesting and packaging for transport.
Particular care is taken with hygiene during
propagating, as the young seedlings are
susceptible to disease.
Neutrog Fertilisers
have been used
consistently since
1988. Once the
propagated seedlings
are well established
they are planted out
into a rip mark and
then Neutrog’s Rapid
Raiser is banded
along the rows at

1 tonne to the hectare to give the trees the
best start possible. After comparison of an
area not fertilised with Rapid Raiser, Paul is
convinced of the benefits both short term
in the quality of the crops and longer term
in the quality and increase in the organic
matter content of the soil.
Fertigated nutrient is also
applied as required and
Paul is currently trialling
Neutrog’s GOGO Juice to
promote consistent
healthy growth
throughout the season.
Accredited propagation materials and
plants are supplied to private customers,
commercial nurseries and growers. For
more information or to submit a quotation
request, visit http://www.pippos.com
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Yering Meadows
YarraValley
Valley
Yarra
Strawberry
Family
When you visit Yering Meadows at Croydon Golf Club today it is hard to imagine that
just 4 years ago the land was bare grazing land. Today the modern clubhouse and 27
hole course, designed by Ross Watson, are nestled amongst beautifully landscaped
gardens with commanding views of the surrounding Yarra Valley landscape.
The Croydon Golf Club was actually
established in 1925 in Melbourne’s outer
east, but after 80 years of operation at its
original site, a decision was made to relocate
the club to secure its economic future.

The creation of
the course has
substantially
improved the
environmental
value of the site
and significantly
reduced the impact
on 3 existing
waterways that pass
through the property.
Neutrog’s organic
based fertilisers have played a large role in
improving the soil health of the site and of
course being organic they don’t leach into
the waterways.

The township of Yering is situated in the
wine growing region of the Yarra Valley,
and classified in a Green Wedge Zone
(designated by the State Government as
part of the Melbourne 2030 plan), which
prohibits dense urban developments and
restrictions to the use of the land. For the
club to use the grazing land for the creation
of an outdoor recreation facility, an
agricultural component had to be
incorporated in the design.
As well as the golf course, the 330 acre site
is home to the original heritage homestead
and 6700 walnut trees. The walnut plantings
are broken into three orchards that are
situated around the course, and include the
cultivars of Howard, Tulare and Chandler.
Although they have not yet picked their first
commercial harvest (expected in 2013-14),

this walnut plantation is the only commercial
walnut orchard in the Yarra Valley.
Many years of ongoing grazing and
agricultural practices on the site chosen for
the new Yering Meadows course had left
the ground and soil highly degraded.

Gary Bass, Laura Mullan and the grounds
maintenance team at Yering Meadows have
used a combination of Seamungus and
Berry Blaster on the walnuts - Seamungus
as a pre-plant and a winter feed, and Berry
Blaster 3 times a year at 0.5kg per tree. They
have also tried some GOGO Juice on newly
laid turf and are looking to use it as an
overspray for their turf nursery.
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Strawberry
runners take off
with Neutrog

Now available
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A new boosted fruit and
vegetable fertiliser (7:4:9 + trace
elements) with humic acid and kelp.

Toolangi, a small town 73 km north east of Melbourne
was selected in 1961 by Parliament as a restrictive area
for the purpose of growing certified strawberry runners,
and is the largest area in the Southern Hemisphere for
strawberry runner production.
Toolangi was chosen because the State
forest provides a barrier to insects, and the
beautiful loam soils are perfect for runner
production. It is also in close proximity to the
Toolangi Research Station, which grows and
supplies foundation stock to the certified
strawberry runner growers in the area.
One such grower is PWL Perry. A father and
daughter enterprise, its owners Leanne and
Peter Perry are part of the Toolangi
Strawberry Runner Growers’ Cooperative,
and supply 5 different varieties of runners to
most of the major growers in Queensland,
Western Australia, Victoria and a little into
South Australia. PWL Perry is a large
operation with approximately 80 -100
workers dividing up strawberry runners
each harvest, along with a handful of
casuals and 4 full time staff.
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Last season Leanne decided to try Neutrog’s
Seamungus. It was applied during planting
with runners settling in beautifully and
developing into vigorous, healthy plants.
After several months of keen observation,

this led to Leanne deciding that it was
timely to understand the results of adding
GOGO Juice and populating the microflora
in the soil. GOGO Juice was then applied
with a boom spray twice during the season.
Leanne reported “The paddock on which
GOGO Juice and Seamungus were applied
was definitely better than our other
paddocks even though last season was so
wet, and the plants looked healthy, clean
and visually pleasing. I’m also very
impressed with the root system since using
Seamungus and GOGO Juice”. Leanne is
planning on
applying GOGO
Juice and
Seamungus to the
entire farm next
season and has
been spreading
the word with
other growers
about the benefits
of both products.

The organic component aids in
retaining the water soluble nutrients
in the soil, helping them regulate
their uniform uptake by the plants.

Around the
grounds...
The GABBA, the home of AFL and
International cricket in QLD added
GOGO Juice whilst top dressing their turf
with Seamungus last season. The results
were so positive that they have spread
the news to another major sporting
ground, recommending GOGO Juice to
the grounds team at Queensland Cricket.
A new Neutrog product, “High 5” is
currently being
trialled on the turf
at AAMI Stadium
– totally organic,
with a high organic
nitrogen level of 5
(hence the name!),
“High 5” comes
in a fine form
and significantly,
is essentially
odour free.

