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Brothers Kevin and Daniel Savage are
proud to be the fourth generation
watching over the development of
their family business K & S Savage
and Sons. The business, established
in 1939 has always grown veggies and
in recent years has expanded to two
sites in Victoria – a 55 acre property at
Heatherton, where Kevin and Daniel
are the Production Managers and a 60
acre property managed by their father,
Anthony at Newry in East Gippsland.
Employing around 20 full time staff
including a number of family members,
there is now a growing list of vegetables
harvested year round for consistent
supply to Woolworths and fruit and veg
retailers across Victoria. Spring onions,
Dutch carrots and beetroot are their key
specialties, although radish, turnip, leek,
bunching and baby spinach, a selection
of herbs and Asian vegetable varieties
are also grown.

After a recommendation a couple of
years ago, Kevin looked into the benefits
of using Neutrog products with a view
to increasing soil health. After successful
trials Kevin is now using Seamungus as a
key inclusion in the fertilising program and
reports increased soil moisture retention
and better germination in the areas where
applied. In comparison to spreading
manure, Seamungus is easy to apply and
provides a more consistent coverage. Trials
of other products continue on particular
crop areas and Kevin is looking forward to
the results of an application of a custom
Neutrog blend this winter.
Kevin has also been keen
to increase the level of
healthy microbiological
populations in his soils
and has now increased the
farm’s use of GOGO Juice
from 20 litres per fortnight
to 40-50 litres per week.

GOGO Juice is applied year round
by boom and fertigation methods to
plantings of spring onions, radish, leeks,
Chinese cabbage and herbs. Results have
been clearly seen in root development
and overall improvement in soil health,
hence the increase in areas of soil treated
with GOGO Juice.
Having to meet the high standards
required by customers such as
Woolworths, the Savage family are very
much focussed on consistency of their
produce and quality control. At the
same time they continue to work on
improvements in farm practice to ensure
the future of the family business, including
increased efficiencies and management
of the health of the land their livelihood
relies upon. Kevin says, “The introduction
of Seamungus and GOGO Juice has
increased general plant health and vigour
and with the added bonus of increased
microbiology in the soil it is a win-win.”
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Produce from K & S Savage and Sons
is sold throughout Victoria via their
distributor and also direct to the public
at the Epping Markets. Continuing in the
extended family tradition, father and son
team Bill and Phil Savage man the stand
at the Markets, offering freshly harvested
seasonal produce to their loyal following
of customers each week.

Kaesler
Vineyards
Barossa Valley

Descendants of Polish pioneers who arrived in the Barossa Valley in the 1840’s,
the Kaesler Family took up 96 acres, cleared the scrub and in 1893 planted out
the entire block with vines. Some of the gnarled dry-grown Shiraz still remains,
and provides the backbone of the intense premium estate wines Kaesler Vineyards
produce today.
Over the following 100 years the Kaesler family resorted to pulling out some of the vines
in tough times to plant fruit trees and to keep horses and cows, just to keep the farm
going. The remaining vines mostly consist of red and fortified varieties. Some Grenache
was added in the 1930’s and more Shiraz planted in the 60’s and 70’s resulting in more
than 70% of the red wines produced by Kaesler made from vines fifty or more years old.
Having access to prime old vine material, the 5 star James Halliday rated winery has
released a string of highly celebrated wines including their well-known special premium
batch, the “Old Bastard”, and winemakers Reid Bosward and Stephen Dew consistently
produce wines rated over 90 points by industry peers and publications.
Soils are comprised of 25cm of sandy loam topsoil through to a 30 – 40 cm layer of
potter’s clay. Moisture is retained well in these soils, which is ideal for the hot, dry
Barossa weather. Revegetation work has been done to help restore balance, improve
soils and put something back into the natural environment. Fruit is handpicked and
hand pruned, and watering is kept to a minimum. Crop thinning is done in most years
in order to reduce yields and maximise the flavour.
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Nigel Van Der Zande is the Vineyard Manager for Kaesler. He has been using Rapid
Raiser for a number of years and has seen a tremendous improvement in soil structure,
yields and quality. Rapid Raiser is broadcast as a yearly top-up in April to increase the
organic matter in the soil, and the April rains act to break it
down. “It’s amazing…after Rapid Raiser is applied and the rains
come, the worms just seem to grab it and take it underground”
says Nigel. Much of the vineyard is planted with permanent
pasture which is also fed with Rapid Raiser, and is then cut and
used as organic matter.

Vineyard Manager, Nigel Van Der Zande in the Old Bastard Vineyard

For wine tastings, sales and tours the Kaesler Vineyard Cellar
Door is located on The Barossa Valley Way at Nuriootpa, and is
open 7 days a week. B&B accommodation is also available along
with casual dining at the renovated and re-branded restaurant Kaesler Kitchen. For more information visit www.kaesler.com.au

next

Bugs
Galore!

Over the last year or so Neutrog has been
inoculating its raw manures, as they arrive
on site, with the same microbes utilised
within the manufacture of its liquid
probiotic product, GOGO Juice.
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The purpose of inoculating these raw
manures was threefold – firstly to help
speed up the manure degradation process,
secondly, to aid in retaining higher levels
of nutrition and thirdly, to immediately
populate the raw manure with ‘good’
microbes so as to fill that space and help
prevent and fight off, any potential
pathogenic and/or disease causing bacteria.
Since doing so we have found our
processing timeframes have reduced
significantly and whilst our regular testing
has not found any pathogenic or disease
causing bacteria (salmonella, legionella, e
coli etc) it is pertinent to note that we also
hadn’t found any prior to the application
either. Some twelve months ago, in
conjunction with Neutrog’s consulting
microbiologist, Dr Uwe Stroeher, Neutrog
initiated a range of DNA bacteria testing of
all its raw materials and finished products
(solids and liquids) through AGRF (Australian
Genome Research Facility). Amongst many
other things this research showed that the
inoculated composts and products
contained a 40% higher diversity of bacteria
than those not inoculated (see graph).

Significantly the DNA testing clearly
demonstrated that the high level of
bacterial diversities “survived” the pelleting
process and were retained in the finished
products – this is not surprising given that
pelleting is carried out at composting
temperatures. All the bacteria identified
were known for their roles in the degrading
process and as suspected no pathogenic or
disease causing bacteria were found.
“Microbes support plant health by increasing
the availability of nutrients, enhancing plant
root growth, neutralizing toxic compounds
in the soil, making plants more resistant to
disease, heat, flooding and drought, and
deterring pathogens and predators. Microbes
and plants are intimate partners in virtually
every life process.”

Neutrog Bacterial Diversities (at Genus level)
Neutrog Compost2
N=295

Neutrog Compost 1A
N=235

We are now continuing our DNA testing on
a number of fronts – one of which is on an
ongoing basis to monitor if there are any
changes over time to our bacteria
diversities and another of which is to test
what impact, if any, their application has to
the natural soil borne bacteria.
What is known is that when a Neutrog
product is applied to the soil it will
introduce a wide diversity of bacteria/
microbes which will proliferate further
within the soil, providing a barrier against
pathogenic and disease causing bacteria
along with aiding the breakdown of organic
matter, unlocking plant nutrients.
Stay tuned for further updates.

Neutrog Pellets 1B
N=233

DNA Testing by Australian Genome Research Facility, June 2015

How Microbes Can Help Feed The World
American Academy of Microbiology

For more information on Neutrog’s Manure and Compost products read the brochure on our website
or contact your Neutrog representative.

External Compost
N=151

The GOGO Juice brewing process takes 6 weeks.
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Around the grounds
Bush Tucker is a complete, organic
based boosted fertiliser, specifically
developed to meet the specialised
needs of all Australian native plants.
Utilising a unique process, trace elements
have been added to lock up Phosphorus,
making Bush Tucker ideal for even the
most phosphorus sensitive plants such
as Grevilleas, Banksias and Proteas.

prev

Following some 3 years in
development, Neutrog is pleased
to announce the autumn release
of the revolutionary new native
plant fertiliser ‘Bush Tucker’.
Bush Tucker was developed by
Neutrog in consultation with
native plant expert Angus Stewart
and soil scientist, Simon Leake.
As with all Neutrog products
the Bush Tucker formula was
developed over a number of
years and widely trialled by
numerous expert native plant
growers prior to release.

Bush Tucker not only directly supplies a
wide range of essential nutrients, but
more importantly provides a catalyst
(through the introduction of beneficial
bacteria/microbes) for stimulating the
natural processes that occur in the soil –
unlocking further nutrients and enhancing
root growth. Greater root growth provides
a greater soil surface area from which your
plants can draw nutrients and moisture.
Bush Tucker has been trialled by the
Botanic Gardens Adelaide and Wittunga,
the Urrbrae Campus of Tafe SA, the
Commonwealth Golf Club in Victoria,
and numerous native plant nurseries
around Australia including State Flora
in South Australia.

Angus Stewart has been doing trials of his
own on a range of native plants including a
number of phosphorus-sensitive varieties.
Although it isn’t likely that a plant would
normally be fed 300g per square metre,
levels were increased as part of the trials
on phosphorus sensitive plants to see if
there would be any adverse reactions.
The Grevillea Poorinda Royal Mantle not
only survived – they thrived!

Simon Leake

Angus Stewart

Simon Leake, from SESL Australia, is one of
Australia’s most experienced urban soil scientists,
with his expertise sought for major landscape
and infrastructure projects around Australia.
Angus Stewart is not only a well-known media
personality but a native plant expert, plant
breeder and author.
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