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Greenock Creek Vineyard  
and Cellars is nestled in the 
hills between the hamlets  
of Greenock and Marananga  
on the western edge of the 
Barossa Valley. Making a strong 
name for themselves, they 
specialise in the production  
of premium red wines.
The winery’s first release was in 1988, 
when it sold a 1986 Shiraz and a 1988 
Chardonnay from its tiny cellar door 
situated beneath the property’s 150 year  
old stone cottage inhabited by owners 
Michael and Annabelle Waugh.

These days the range consists of five Shiraz, 
two Cabernet Sauvignons and a Grenache 
and only grapes grown on the property are 
used, making it truly an estate winery. The 
vineyards are dry grown and the grapes 
from each patch are kept separate and 
processed at the Waugh’s small winery.

Greenock Creek applied Bounce Back on 
their vines for the first time last year and 
has seen marked results. The Bounce Back 
was applied at a rate of 1 tonne/hectare 
on their vines post-harvest to give the 

Greenock Creek’s new vineyard planted in 2010. 
The vineyard had 1.5 tonne/hectare of Bounce Back applied which resulted in an improved canopy.
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general purpose organic 
fertiliser manufactured in an 
easy-to-use pellet form.

Each Neutrog product 
undergoes a unique 
composting process and is 
subject to steam treatment. 
These processes stabilise the 
nutrients, maximise nutrient 
availability and ensure the 
product is free of any parasites, 
pathogens and weed seeds.

Most importantly, the resultant 
product retains the microbiology 
necessary to provide a ‘living’ fertiliser.

Benefits include:
•	 Helps	to	unlock	‘tied	up’	nutrients
•	 Controlled	nutrient	release
•	 Retains	moisture	and	nutrients	in	sandy	soil
•	 Excellent	source	of	organic	matter
•	 Acts	as	a	pH	buffer
•		Improves	soil	structure
•	 Encourages	earthworm 

and soil microbial activity
•	 Reduces	leachings
•		Increased	yields
•	 Increased	resistance	to	pests
•	 Increased	root	development
•	 Introduces	a	full	balanced	range	of	nutrients
•	 Increased	protein	levels
•	 Reduced	screenings

Bounce	Back	is 
Australian	Certified 
Organic.

vines a boost after pruning and to assist 
with nutrient uptake post-dormancy.  
Peter Atyeo, General Manager of Greenock 
Creek observed that as a result of the 
application the vines hung on better and 
looked a lot fresher than in comparison 
with previous years. “We noticed how 
much better the leaf structure was and 
the vines hung on right though the heat 
– 11 days of over 40 degrees. We have 
experienced other vintages prior where 
we’ve had many days over 40 degrees but 
the canopies haven’t hung on as well.”

Along with an improved canopy structure 
of the vines overall, no burning on the 

leaves was sighted during the extreme 
conditions, further demonstrating the 
vines’ resistance to heat stress. Yield results 
and fruit quality was also strong even in 
what has proven to be a challenging 2014 
vintage for the Barossa Valley.

Greenock Creek wines are released 
each year in early September and are 
sold through cellar door, mail order 
and a selected number of retail 
outlets in Australia.

To find out more please visit 
http://www.greenockcreekwines.com.au/

http://www.greenockcreekwines.com.au/
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Congratulations	to	Ontos	Farm!	
They have just picked up a gold 
medal and the Champion Trophy 
for Garlic at the Royal Melbourne 
Fine Food Awards for their fresh 
garlic. This is an outstanding 
achievement and out of 35 entrants 
Ontos Farm were only one of three 
entrants to pick up a gold medal. 
Ontos Farm then went on to win 
the Champion Trophy for Garlic 
which is awarded to the best garlic 
entrant at the show.

Fred Koch and Neroli Hadfield of Ontos 
Farm grow their prize-winning and 
certified organic garlic at W Tree in East 
Gippsland, Victoria. The garlic variety 
grown at the farm has been named 
“Ontos Purple” by Fred and Neroli. This is  
to distinguish their garlic as they have 
found it has taken on characteristics of the 
area in which it has been grown. Ontos 
Purple is a large cloved hardneck variety 
with pretty purple stripes, a flavoursome 
taste and a heat of around 8 out of 10.

According to Fred and Neroli, the flavour  
of the garlic depends greatly on soil and 
climate. The ideal climate is cool with cold 
winters and no rain after October during 
the bulb filling period. Ontos Farm is 
situated in the foothills of the Snowy 
Mountains and has an ideal climate for 
growing garlic. The soil must not be too 
heavy and must be well drained. The soil 
also needs to provide the right nutrition Fred Koch holding his award-winning “Ontos Purple” garlic.

Garlic planting at Ontos Farm this Autumn.

“To be able to measure the attributes of our 
garlic in such a prestigious award makes 
us feel that our garlic growing practices are 
working and all the hard work is worthwhile.”

Ontos Farm wins garlic gong!

Garlic is one of the most internationally 
traded foods and as such there are over 
600 cultivated sub-varieties available 
throughout the world. These sub-varieties, 
however, have been derived from only a 
handful of basic garlic types that have been 
grown widely and developed their own 
characteristics over the centuries. 

There are really only two main types of 
garlic – hardneck and softneck. Hardneck 
garlic sends up a stiff stalk crowned by bulbs 
whilst the soft neck does not. Hardneck are 
the very original garlic type with softneck 
being developed and cultivated over 
the centuries by hardneck growers through 
a process of selection.

for the garlic and Fred explains, “We have 
found Seamungus to be the most efficient 
way to provide the soil with all the 
nutrients required”. Fred also likes to use 
Seamungus as it contains a good mix of 
additional nutrients such as seaweed, fish 
and humates that many other products  
do not offer. 

To ensure their garlic has the right nutrition 
without depleting the soil, Fred relies on 
complete soil testing. Recent soil tests 
came back with trace-element deficiencies 
so a heavy application rate of 5tonne/
hectare of Seamungus was applied. Fred 
said this decision to go out with a heavy 
application worked very well and states, 
“We were up in a couple of macronutrients, 
but not by much, and Seamungus is what 
it took to get all the trace elements 
required”.

Last year Fred and Neroli grew 2000sqm  
of garlic and due to product demand have 
this year have expanded their production 
to 3500sqm. To find out more about Ontos 
Farm or to buy direct from them please 
visit http://www.ontos-farm.com

 - Fred Koch and Neroli Hadfield

Did you know?

http://www.ontos-farm.com


Rapid Results on Pasture
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Hart 2013 Trial Results
Strathalbyn sheep dairy farmer Andrew 
Smith applied 200kg/hectare of Rapid Raiser 
to 2 hectares of late cereal crop last July.  
After harvest, Andrew then planted Japanese 
millet under irrigation in December on this 
same area. The millet was planted at a rate  
of 250kg/hectare – this heavier planting rate 
reduces the need for weed control due to 
the application creating a thicker stand. Strip 
grazing on the millet commenced at the end 
of Feb with 150 ewes on a strip grazing 
regime of 180m long x 2m wide per day.

Just prior to commencing the strip grazing, 
photos taken of Andrew’s Japanese millet 
demonstrate the hip-height growth and 
healthy, extensive root system. Andrew now 
says the millet is up to his shirt pocket! No 
other inputs other than the Rapid Raiser  
were used and Andrew has been extremely 
impressed by the results and it re-confirms his 
belief that “you only get out what you put in”.

Andrew in February standing in his field of Japanese 
Millet – it is now up to his shirt pocket!

The extensive and healthy root system on the 
Japanese millet.

Trials conducted by Hart – 
SA’s premier field cropping 
trial site in 2013 have now 
been published in their 
annual trial results book. 
Bounce Back was involved 
in a trial that “investigated 

conventional phosphorous fertilisers 
and alternative sources of phosphorus 
on the grain yield and quality of wheat".
The conventional fertiliser treatments
were urea only and urea plus DAP (18:20).
The remaining fertiliser treatments,
including Bounce Back, were selected
based on their suggested ability 
to improve plant uptake of nitrogen and 
phosphorus or as a direct nutrient input.

The plots were all assessed for grain yield, 
protein, test weight and screenings (2mm 
screen). The overall results demonstrated 

none of these factors were significantly 
improved for any treatment compared to 
urea only or urea plus DAP.

This result indicates Bounce Back achieves 
an equal result when up against its higher 
analysis counterparts. This is a solid result 
for Bounce Back – demonstrating that 
an organic fertiliser with the full range of 
macro and micronutrients can perform 
as well as its chemical counterparts. 
Additional to this equal result is the added 
benefits received when using a product 
such as Bounce Back. 

This was an independent trial undertaken 
by Hart and we thank them for including 
Bounce Back in their trials. For the full 
trial findings please visit http://www.
hartfieldsite.org.au/ and download the 
2013 Hart Trial Results Book and see  
pages 52-54.

Trial crops at the Hart Field Site.

http://www.hartfieldsite.org.au/


Liebig’s Law of the Minimum, a principle 
developed in agricultural science, is what 
sits at the core of Neutrog’s philosophy.

Liebig’s Law states that growth is 
controlled not by the total amount of 
resources available, but by the scarcest 
resource or limiting factor.

This concept was originally applied to plant 
and crop growth, where it was found that 
increasing the amount of plentiful 
nutrients did not increase plant growth. 
Only by increasing the amount of the 
limiting nutrient (the one most scarce in 
relation to “need”) was the growth of a 
plant or crop improved.
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We have just wrapped up filming a brand 
new TV commercial! A great deal of fun was 
had filming the commercial and big thanks 
must go to the creative team and film crew 
at Brand New Creative.  Thanks also to our 
customers Nepenthe Wines, A&V Bergamin 
and In Field Ag who generously allowed us 
to use their properties and/or farming 
equipment for the shoot.

The TV commercial will start airing in 
various metro and regional areas around 
Australia as of this week and you can  
click here to view it now!

Lights, camera, action!

Neutrog now supplies bulk chicken manure... from raw 
to composted and screened or unscreened. We can also 
create custom blends to include any added requirements 
such as kelp, seaweed and carbon. So whatever you 
require, we have your bulk chicken manure needs covered. 

               Please call Neutrog on 1800 656 644 to speak to  
               one  of our reps for further information. 

*Currently this service is only available 
to our South Australian customers.

 BULK MANURE...
HERE NOW!

Liebig’s theory

Nitrogen (N)
Phosphorus (P)

Potassium (K)

Boron (B)

Manganese (Mn)

Zinc (Z)
Magnesium (Mg)

Calcium (Ca)
Sulphur (S)

Cobalt (Co)
Copper (Cu)

Silenium (Se)
Molybdenum (Mo)

Iron (Fe)

By using Neutrog fertiliser you reduce your risk  
and increase your potential by covering more bases.

Each pellet of Neutrog Fertiliser 
contains a full range of macro and 
micro plant nutrients and its pellet 
form allows for uniform application.

Do you have questions about Liebig’s theory? Have a chat to us today!

http://vimeopro.com/brandnewcreative/neutrog
https://www.facebook.com/Neutrog.Fertilisers



